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AFTER A STORM COMES A RAINBOW - STOCKTON STEPPING
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Free Estimates
Time convenient to you
Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate
Samples Available

Tomlow Road, Napton, Warks
Specialist nursery growing and
selling
Bamboos, Grasses,
Hardy Perennials, Shrubs, Alpines
Open March to November:
Hours: Thursday, Friday,
Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday
Mondays throughout the year
10.00am to 4.00pm
Other times by appointment.
Tel: 01926 812737
www.bridge-nursery.co.uk
Follow our brown tourist sign at
Napton crossroads on the A425
Southam to Daventry Road

Professional & Friendly Service
Local Reliable Tradesman
Qualified & Insured
Free Delivery - 7 Day Service
Flat Pack Assembly Service
Phone JAMIE STRINGER
on

Tel: 01926 817924
Mob: 07900431644

Suzanne Evetts Florist
Market Hill, Southam
Local - National &
International Deliveries

Bouquets - Arrangements
Hand Tied Bouquets
Plants
Weddings - Tributes
Fascinators made to order
A beautiful range of
gifts & greeting cards
01926 814343
suzanneflorist@aol.com

www.suzanne-evetts-florist.co.uk
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BJ Gascoigne
Building Contractor

W. Goodwin & Sons
Funeral Directors
38 Coventry Street,
Southam.

For all your building
requirements from patios to
extensions and
everything in between.

Telephone: 01926 812445

Established 27 years.
Free estimates and advice.
Windmill Farmhouse, Stockton
Tel: 01926 817670 &
07956 621588
Email: b_gascoigne@sky.com

Private Chapels of Rest
Monument Service Provided
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C PULLIN & SON
Monumental Masons

Five generations of quality
manufacturing
and service from a family
business.
All aspects of monumental
Masonry
Showroom at 19A High Street,
Leamington Spa, CV31 3AW
01926 426435
pullinsmemorials.co.uk
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Magazine Policy
Deadline for articles 15th of the month and can only be accepted if in the form
of a typed/written copy to Stockton’s News Editorial Team or email
stocktons.news@gmail.com. The Editorial Team 1.) Reserve the right to
withhold or shorten items as views expressed are not necessarily those of the
Editorial Team. 2.) Contributors can request that their names be withheld but the
team cannot accept anonymous items for publication. 3.) Reserve the right to
edit each edition of the magazine to be put on the Web. 4.) No Liability will be
accepted for loss or damage caused by error or omission from advertisements or
content. 5.) Income is aimed at covering all costs generated by the production/
circulation of Stockton’s News. 6.) Any surplus funds will be distributed within
the Parish of Stockton. Village groups are invited to apply for funds to the
betterment of our community.
Copy of Magazine Guide Lines reinstated from the 1980’s Parish Mag
8.) We will try to print anything that wont land us up in court 9.) We do not
endorse ALL the views expressed. 10.) We don’t judge between those in
dispute. 11.) We want to provide news, views, opinions and reports. We do not
want to be unfair, biased, censorious or condemnatory.
Airing a view is an opinion but a continual airing of that view and/or it’s
opposite becomes an argument.
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VILLAGE BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday wishes go to Megan Moor e, Alfie Potter , J or dan Watson,
Annie Griffin, Freddie Potter, Alexander Kidd, Declan Collins, Mischa Tullock,
Jim Gaskins, Rachael Stubbins, Paul Redgraves, Janine Storer, Derek Curtis,
Valerie Biddle, Tamzin Legg, Bruce Legg, Chris Millidge, Tegan Haymes, Ella
Wall, Denis Stevens, Bradley Lane, Margaret Mulvey, Sharon Neal, Ralphie
Coles, Chesca Coles, Aidan Morris, Evelyn Robb, Harry Smith, Braiden
Newton, Chace Makepeace and Jon Howard.
Southam Pharmacy
Tel: 812287 email southam.pharmacy@thechemistshop.co.uk
Opening Hours:- Mon - Fri 8.45am - 12 Noon & 14.00pm - 18.00pm
Sat 9.00am - 15.00pm
Refuse & Recycling
8th & 22nd - Grey Lid Bin
1st, 15th & 29th - Blue Lid Bin & Green Bin
Missed Bins Tel: 01789 260616

Editors Ramblings:We hope that you are keeping safe and well, and abiding to the social
distancing (Marion and myself have not met up for what seems like
months but keep in touch daily) and do hope you like this months
magazine which we decided to print even though content from our
different groups is more past news than present. As there are a few
scams in relation to the lock down (scammers seem to be very busy)
we have included all that we have been notified of, please be diligent.
Facebook groups such as Stockton Online, Stockton Village Online,
Stockton’s News Archives, Stockton Village Church, Stockton Parish
Council are proving a handy way of keeping in touch with friends and
neighbours at these times.
If you would like to have anything included in the magazine please
don’t hesitate do get in touch.
Stay safe, chin up and see you all soon.
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VILLAGE MATTERS

To have your news included please

Contact by email - stocktons.news@gmail.com
or by telephone Marion 812887 or Wendy 813730

Condolences go to the families and friends of Mr. Peter Banham, Mr. Les
Hawker and Mrs. Josie Hancocks.

I would like to say how wonderful Stockton villagers are. Just after the
lockdown was introduced, my husband passed away at Galanos House. He was
a resident there and had been ill for some time.
My friends and neighbours have been absolutely wonderful to me since that
happened. I have had emails, texts and telephone calls checking how I am and
asking me if I need anything doing. I have had numerous offers to get shopping,
had meals cooked and cakes made for me and left for me to collect.
We were only allowed four people to attend my husband’s funeral, which was
very upsetting for me, but our friends stood outside to show their respects as the
hearse left our home. When I saw them waiting outside, I cried. I thought it was
such a lovely thing to do under the circumstances. I am so glad that I belong in
the Stockton family. Thank you all so much,
Mary Banham
Welcome to the village Emily & J on Howar d and their family.

JOINT STATEMENT FROM STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL AND
STOCKTON FOOTBALL AND CRICKET CLUB
Please remember that the only access across the Football Club grounds is the
well-signed footpath that runs from Napton Road to Station Road. The rest of
the two sports fields are private property and EVERYBODY, including dog
walkers, must keep to the footpath and dogs must be on leads at all times.
The sports fields are used for cricket and football for adults and children and we
need to keep them clear of dog poo not just on health grounds, but the Football
Association has the power to close us down if Referees report evidence of dog
poo on the playing areas. Furthermore, the area behind the clubhouse is not a
public right of way and vandalisation by creating gaps in the hedges for access
to the back field will be reported to the police.
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PETER BANHAM
Peter Banham died on the 25th March 2020. He had been a resident in Galanos
House for just over a year and received amazing care there. Peter was born in
Leicester and served in the RAF joining as a Boy Entrant when he was 14 years
old.
One of Peter’s greatest, and proudest achievements was while he worked for the
Royal Life Saving Society UK (RLSS UK) when he created and introduced the
‘Save a Baby’s Life Resuscitation Programme’.
He met Mary when he organised a Centenary Gala for the RLSS, in Coventry,
and at the same time he met Peter (an Australian) who he called his “best friend
in the whole wide world ever!” Peter (best friend) was best man at Mary and
Peter’s wedding in Stockton Church. The guys were resplendent in kilts, and
Mary looked stunning.
Peter and Mary came to live in their “dream cottage” in Post Office Lane in
2001 and they soon became part of our community life, he made another lasting
friendship with his neighbour, Don.
Peter served on the parish council for 17 years and eventually became ViceChairman where his eye for detail was greatly appreciated. Very reluctantly he
had to stand down two years ago through ill health.
Peter always welcomed you with his genuine, open smile and his greeting of
“How are you, my friend”. He was always courteous and generous, but
underneath this there was a fierce independence of thought, for example, when
berating the activities of dog owners who were less thoughtful than him.
Until Peter felt that his health issues prevented him from continuing as a Parish
Councillor, he had served our community diligently for many years but,
typically, without seeking any recognition.
Peter’s optimism and humour were always to the fore and it goes without saying
that we will all miss him enormously.
From Friends and Neighbours.
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JOSEPHINE (JOSIE) HANCOCKS
Josie Hancocks died on the morning of 15th March, she was living in Galanos
House, where she has been loved and cared for for about a year.
Josie, born in Stockton, was 92 years old, a good age you might think, a good
innings – of course 92 is a splendid age, especially when, over those 92 years,
you have brought 4 children into the world, been surrounded with their deep
love and affection and had the joy of grandchildren, even great grandchildren
popping in and out of your life, but, being totally selfish, it wasn’t her time. She
was 92 years YOUNG.
I feel certain that the lovely people at Galanos will miss Josie almost as much as
we will. Her wit, a humour second to few, sharp tongue when things “aren’t
right”, quick comment when, “Fish pie for lunch Josie, OK?” “will there be fish
in the pie, or is it still swimming in the sea?” She even joined the resident’s
committee – I bet her views were known!!
We came to live in Post Office Lane, in 1973, Josie was working at The VG, for
Hazel Sharples.
It was a brilliant shop, they sold almost everything you could need, the place
was always rocking with laughter and Josie and Jackie Bodfish were usually in
the middle of it all. There was a seat so you could sit and have a natter (though
Mrs Gent was usually sitting on it) and I’m certain people went in there for the
social side rather than to shop.
Sheena and I soon became very good friends. In no time I had ‘acquired’ 2
nephews and 2 nieces, then along came Andrew – who I always considered to
be ‘my second boy’, and later I was Aunty Marg to their children too. The
Hancocks/Bennetts were very welcoming and in no time I was Aunty Marg to
Vicky, Carol and her children, – still am in fact – Josie always called me Aunty
Marg and to me she was always Granny Josie. She would walk her little Jack
Russell down to Sheena’s and down the Napton Road, stopping for a chat if we
were outside. She would invariably leave me with a smile on my face, She
loved her garden and it really did look beautiful. She and Sheena used to troll
round garden centres, have a cuppa and a cake or some lunch, and come home

loaded up.

When Erin was born, my first granddaughter, I was promoted to Granny Marg
and each week when I went to see her in Galanos, she would say, “Here’s
Granny Marg” and I would stay for a while, we would chat about all things:
family, the world, the weather, how were people keeping, Stockton, the food
and so on but NEVER did she say that she felt ill, sometimes she would say she
was tired and I wouldn’t stay too long. Then she would give me two chocolate
12

caramels to bring home – one for me, one for Mike. Mike’s NEVER arrived
home.
What a gap her passing will leave in so many lives, but what wonderful
memories to laugh and remember later.
Margaret Powell

Thank You
Lawrence and I would like to thank Joan Ford and Anthea Knight for the
delicious cakes they kindly made when Lawrence came out of hospital. I am
also grateful to Anthea for the supply of books and to Wendy Burrows for the
chemist trip not to forget all the running around and food shopping done for us
by Laura.
Lawrence & Alwyn Farren
We are so lucky here in Stockton to have the group of volunteers who are doing
shopping for us during this period of self-isolation.
We thank you all and especially Sue & Duncan Coutts who are doing our own
shopping.
Please all take care and stay well.
Shirley and Albert Cox
I would like to thank - The POST OFFICE for continually re-stocking and
keeping the villagers supplied with their everyday needs. Plus, the post office
side of this family run shop. KELLY SMITH for keeping everyone supplied with
hand soaps, and any Avon products from the catalogue , which is continually
updated. WITH ALL PROFITS GOING TO THE NHS.
CHEF TONY supplying pizzas. THE CROWN, for their take away ser vice.
RICE AND SPICE the Cantonese. THE BOAT with their pop up shop, with
fresh veg etc., and Take away Service. WELL DONE TO YOU ALL
This goes without saying TO ALL OUR FRONT LINE WORKERS WHO LIVE
IN THE VILLAGE. THANKYOU THANK YOU THANK YOU
Jean Sanders

13

STOCKTON STEPPING STONES
WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE KEY WORKERS IN THE VILLAGE!
#STAYHOMESAVELIVESPROTECTTHENHS
Thanks to all those who are praying behind closed doors at the moment because that is all they can do - for themselves, their community and
the world.
Gillian Roberts
I would like to say a BIG THANKS to Southam Lions team for their help during
this worrying time. Being in isolation they delivered 2 frozen meals & 2 frozen
puddings to the door for £5 with an added surprise of a few little items of food
and chocolate. Thanks to you once again you were great.
Marion Stringer.
Stockton’s News Team and Delivery Volunteers
Thank you very much for trying to keep us all in touch with what is going on
around our villages at the moment, it is much appreciated!
Gillian Roberts
So pleased you are carrying on, it will be important for the village.
Christine Dakin

STOCKTON’S WEATHER STATION

STOCKTON'S WEATHER STATION - MARCH 2020
In March the average minimum temperature was 2.2 deg. C, one degree below
the monthly average (3.2 deg). The lowest temperature was -2.0 deg. C on the
5th. The average maximum temperature was 10.0 deg. C, just below average
(10.3 deg). The highest temperature was 14.4 deg. C on the 10th. Rainfall was
22.5mm this month, half of the average of 47 mm. It rained on 11 days. The
wind blew mostly fr om the south-west, south and south-east(19 days). In
March we recorded nearly 40% more sunshine than the average.
Trivia of the month - Since the beginning of January the wind had blown almost entirely from the south-west bringing wet, stormy conditions but in the
middle of March and almost coinciding with the vernal equinox (when the day
and night are of equal length) the jet stream shifted and the wind shifted to a
more northerly direction bringing cooler, calmer conditions.
The Weather Monitor
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Scam and Rogue Traders Alerts

Trading Standards: simoncripwell@warwickshire.gov.uk01926738987
Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 03454 040506.
Warwickshire Trading Standards Website Facebook Twitter
Sign up to scam alerts at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scams
Working from home? Businesses are warned of mandate fraud
As people begin to work from home, this may provide new opportunities
for scammers to take advantage of this disruption. Mandate fraud is a scam
that thrives in situations where staff are working in isolation, using
different modes of communication than normal and are perhaps unable to
seek advice from colleagues. Mandate fraud is when someone gets you to
change a direct debit, standing order or bank transfer mandate, for example
related to a business supplier. Payments are then made to fraudsters, rather
than the real recipients. Businesses are advised to look out for any of the
following:




urgent payment due to cash flow problems
changes to bank account details
contact from third parties requesting changes to bank
details and claiming to act on behalf employees
incapacitated by the virus
To avoid problems, ensure all staff are aware of mandate fraud, robust
procedures including where necessary enhanced authorisation processes
are in place and maintain frequent communications with all staff. Further
advice: https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/a-z-of-fraud/mandate-fraud
Sale of fake and dangerous hand sanitiser products warning
Warwickshire consumers are being urged to be vigilant when buying hand
sanitisers following reports of the sale of fake and
dangerous products. Current shortages of these products may lead to rise
in the number of unsafe and non-compliant hand sanitisers appearing on
sale. The claims made by these products may be unsubstantiated and they
may simply not work effectively and could be dangerous.
Birmingham Trading Standards has already seized such products: https://
tinyurl.com/r2tq343
Advice to consumers:

Only buy from legitimate suppliers and read the label

Do not purchase homemade or unlabelled sanitisers

Report the sale of suspect sanitisers to Trading Standards
on 0808 223 1133
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The government guidance remains that hand washing is one of the
most effective ways of combating the virus. NHS advice on wash
hands with soap and water: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/
best-way-to-wash-your-hands/

Warwickshire residents warned of scam COVID-19 texts
Following yesterday's genuine GOV.UK national text message, ‘GOV.UK
CORONAVIRUS ALERT’ scammers have begun to send bogus text
messages encouraging recipients to click on links contained in the text
message. One of the first states that the UK Government has issued a
payment of £458 to all residents and encourages recipients to apply by
following a link in the text message. Those that do place themselves at risk
of theft and ID fraud. Visiting these websites may also expose your
computer to malicious programmes/computer viruses.
Advice to consumers:

Never follow links in unusual/unexpected text messages

Never as a result of receiving such a text message divulge
any personal or financial information

Delete suspect text messages

Advice on dealing with both Spam and scam text messages
from Which: https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/
advice/how-to-deal-with-spam-text-messages
Example scam text message
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Criminals are using the COVID-19 crisis to commit
doorstep crime Warwickshire Trading Standards is warning.
Reports have emerged of people receiving unexpected doorstep visits from
individuals offering to buy or collect shopping on behalf of those who are selfisolating. The thieves then take cash up front and do not return.
Residents should also beware of rogue traders offering ‘doorstep cleansing
services’ that offer to clean drives and doorways to kill bacteria and help prevent
the spread of the virus.
Fake sanitisers, face masks and Covid-19 swabbing kits are also being sold door
-to-door. These products can often be dangerous and unsafe.
Advice from Warwickshire Trading Standards Service
1) Do not buy goods or services from unexpected doorstep callers
2) Do not reveal sensitive information such as your bank card PIN number to a
doorstep caller
3) Report suspicious doorstep visits or any type of scam to the Citizens Advice
Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133. Citizens Advice can provide telephone
support and advice. They will also alert Warwickshire Trading Standards Service
who can provide additional advice
4) Keep up to date on the latest Coronavirus (COVID-19) information, advice
and guidance:
Information from Warwickshire County Council: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus
Trading Standards consumer advice and latest scams/rogue trader
alerts: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/consumeradvice
Scammers are sending coronavirus related ‘phishing’ emails to steal
personal and financial information, Warwickshire Trading Standards
is warning.
The emails may contain dangerous attachments containing viruses and
spyware or encourage recipients to follow a link in the email to a fake and/
or malicious website.
Beware of any suspicious/unexpected emails you receive related to
coronavirus, for example:

Emails that that encourage recipients to provide their bank
details in order to receive coronavirus
related Government payments (e.g. to replace wages or




school dinner payments)
Emails designed to look like they have been sent by
the NHS or other Government bodies. These emails
might falsely claim to link to a list of coronavirus

cases in your area
Emails that offer purported medical advice to help protect
you against the coronavirus. The emails might claim to be
from medical experts near Wuhan, China, where the
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coronavirus outbreak began
Emails targeted at businesses and specifically those
working from home. These scam emails may appear to come
from the company IT department or Personnel
department and contain fake policy document attachments
which the recipient is asked to download and read.
How you can protect yourself:

Think before you click. Hover over any links in emails. You
should be able to see the web page address the link take you to in
the bottom left hand corner of your browser

Verify the email sender. Even if you receive an email
from someone know personally, if the email
is unexpected or appears suspicious call the sender and
check the email is genuine. Scammers can hack personal
email accounts to send out phishing emails

Use a firewall and keep your security and other software
installed on your computer up to date

Install anti-phishing, anti-virus and email
security software

Phishing attacks often use malicious file attachments. Such
files are often named in such a way as to encourage
recipients to open them. Treat all file attachments with
suspicion

For more advice, visit Get Safe Online: https://
www.getsafeonline.org/

Keep up to date with the latest Warwickshire coronavirus
scams, visit: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scams


Travellers are warned to beware of fake refund websites
Many travellers will have found their holiday plans disrupted due to the
coronavirus pandemic and some may now be seeking refunds after being forced
to cancel their trips. An added complication for some consumers may be that
their travel agent or holiday company is currently swamped with phone
calls, closed or has even ceased trading.
Fraudsters are reported to have set up fake websites that claim to be able
to obtain refunds on behalf of customers. They may appear very
convincing but are designed to steal personal and financial information and
fleece customers by asking for upfront payments for refunds that are never
provided. They may also be making unsolicited calls or texts promising a
refund. If you are facing holiday disruption, there is lots of genuine help
and advice available. The situation is complicated, and
everyone’s personal circumstances will be different depending upon, for
example what type of holiday was booked and travel dates.
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The Citizens Advice Consumer Service can provide holidaymakers with advice
and information on their legal consumer rights. Please phone 0808 223 1133.
There are also several websites offering free advice, including:
Citizens Advice: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
WHICH: https://www.which.co.uk/
Money Saving Expert: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
Trading Standards warn of Fake COVID-19 Appeals and Urge Safe Giving
Many charities are coming together to support people affected by COVID-19.
Unfortunately, fraudsters are taking advantage of the pandemic by creating fake
fundraising platforms and bogus crowdfunding, falsely claiming that donations
will support research into a vaccine or help people who are ill or self-isolating.
At this time of national emergency, The Charity Commission and
Fundraising Regulator are urging people to ‘give safely’.
The regulators encourage people to support registered charities, including
the National Emergencies Trust (NET) national coronavirus fundraising
appeal, launched to raise funds for local charities responding to the
pandemic, visit: https://nationalemergenciestrust.org.uk/
Thousands of other registered charities are also dealing with the pandemic
or continuing to do important work throughout the country to support
vulnerable people and communities.
Advice for the public on giving safely to registered charities is:

Check the charity’s name and registration number at
https://www.gov.uk/find-charity-information most
charities with an annual income of £5,000 or more must be
registered

Make sure the charity is genuine before giving any
personal or financial information or a donation

Be wary of emails and texts, even if they appear to come
from genuine charities. Do not follow links or download
attachments in suspicious emails.
Contact or find out more online about the charity that you’re seeking to donate
to or work with to find out more about their spending. Visit their website by
typing their genuine web address into your Internet browser.
For more safe giving advice, visit: https://
www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/more-from-us/resources/safergiving-advice
Beware COVID-19 'Smishing' and 'SMS Spoofing' Scams Warn
Warwickshire Trading Standards
Warwickshire Trading Standards is warning residents and businesses to beware
of COVID-19 ‘smishing’ and ‘SMS spoofing’ scams. ‘Smishing’ is where a
fraudster will send out a bogus text message purporting to be from a genuine
organisation or business. ‘SMS Spoofing’ also involves the sending of fake text
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messages using specialist software. However, in this case the messages appear in
the chain of texts, next to genuine messages the mobile phone user has already
received, making them harder to spot and appear more plausible. ‘Smishing’ and
‘SMS spoofing’ text messages may also be followed up by phone calls from
the fraudsters!
The bogus text messages usually ask recipients to phone a number
connected to the fraudsters or follow a link to a bogus copycat website. In
doing so the fraudsters attempt to steal personal or financial information or
trick people in to making payments to them.
Latest scam text messages to look out for include those that:

claim to link you to a GOV.UK website to claim COVID19 relief payments, council tax or business rate ‘holidays’
or free school dinner funds or similar

suggest you have been seen leaving your home on multiple
occasions in breach of lock-down laws and levying 'fines'

offer "health supplements" that falsely claim to prevent
you becoming infected with COVID-19

appear to come from your bank and relate to mortgage
holidays or other financial support (business or consumer)
Advice for residents and businesses

Be wary of any text message you receive, even if it appears
to come from an organisation you know and trust

Don’t follow links in text messages or phone any numbers
provided
If you believe a text message is genuine and require more
information, contact the organisation via their website by
typing their genuine web address into your browser
For more advice visit The Money Advice Service: https://
www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/blog/how-to-spot-and-report-fake
-text-message-and-smishing-scams
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Stockton church

Methodist and Anglicans in unity

The Bridges Group of Parishes
Rev. Gillian Roberts Tel: 01926815831
Associate Ministers
Rev Celia Parks
Tel: 07842 151387

www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk
email: gillian@thebridgesgroup.org.uk

email: celia@thebridgesgroup.org.uk

God is our strength – Part 2
Well, how things can change in just one month, since
my last letter. Who’d have thought I was going to
become an international tele-evangelist! Oh the joys
of modern technology, as we have been recording our
church services on-line for the past few weeks and
they have been seen by people as far away as
Australia, New Zealand and the USA! (See our
website: www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk if you want to
see what we have been doing)
I’d like to share with you my Easter Morning
reflection when we looked at a picture that I love:
“Noli me tangere” – “do not cling to me” by the
Italian artist Correggio – the risen Jesus and Mary
Magdalene in the garden.
Look at the composition of it: the sky changing from the clouds of night to the
light of the new dawn; Mary Magdalene in the yellow dress of the prostitute;
Jesus – very unusually – in blue, the colour of the sky, of heaven, and on the
right, the gardener’s tools now laid aside, his work completed.
Feel its symmetry: from Mary’s right foot to Jesus’ left hand - from the depths of
Mary’s shame, grief and fear to the love and compassion of Jesus as he simply
whispers her name and points to the promise of new life.
Mary had lost her way through life but when she found Jesus, she found
forgiveness, acceptance and love. And now she is welcomed into a new world –
Jesus has made a way back from death itself to the Father’s house. And
everyone who follows Jesus is welcome there as God’s beloved child.
At this time, more than ever, we can feel Mary’s grief as we too weep bitter tears
for the world around us, for those we love, for what we have lost. And that’s
okay – tears have a part to play in the healing. Voice out loud, like Mary, your
fears about what has been taken away from you. But then listen – listen for your
name to be whispered by Jesus – in greeting, in love, in invitation to a new
relationship, a new life, with him in his new creation. Let this picture reassure
you that God’s love is so strong, it can survive even death – don’t cling on to the
old but look to the new. Amen.
Keep safe and God bless, Gillian
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STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings held every 3rd Monday in Village Hall 7.15pm.
Full copies of approved minutes available from Clerk to Parish Council
Mr. W.J. Robinson Tel: 01926 814094 or
website .www.stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk
THANK YOU FROM STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL
Stockton Parish Council hope that all its parishioners are managing to cope with
the government’s “stay at home” policy in their own ways. It is obvious that the
vast majority are sticking to the rules and doing their bit to limit the spread of the
coronavirus to protect themselves and others. Thank you to all of you.
Thank you also to all those family, neighbours, friends and other volunteers who
have stepped in to do the shopping, fetch prescriptions or just enquire after peoples wellbeing for those who are having to self-isolate. If anybody is in need of
help or support then please contact one of your parish councillors who will try
and put you in touch with volunteer help.
All of the NHS staff are our heroes and heroines now, but our thanks should also
go to those people who have tried to make our lives as normal as possible in
these abnormal times - the bin men, the milkman, the posties, delivery drivers,
supermarket workers, local pubs for delivering meals and the 101 other small
shops and businesses that have kept going.
In Stockton we are more fortunate that those in large towns or cities because we
have lots of country lanes and footpaths on our doorsteps where we can go to
exercise and walk our dogs. Just a word of caution here that everybody should
keep to public footpaths and dog walkers should keep their dogs on the lead, particularly when there is livestock or crops in the fields.
Keep well and keep safe everyone.

News From Your Warwickshire County Councillor
for Southam, Stockton & Napton
Andy Crump
email cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk
Mobile: 07771335273

Now 4 weeks into the lockdown, I would like to thank all those working to help
our communities against the effects of Covid-19, especially our public services,
which are working tirelessly. I also find it admirable that many members of the
public have volunteered to help the vulnerable or self-isolating, be it with
prescription or food collections, dog walking, grass cutting etc. If you need any
help or details of volunteers in Southam, Stockton or Napton please contact me
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on 07771335273
WCC has set up a shielding hub on 0800 408 1447 for queries, help, food parcels
etc – working with the districts and boroughs it is delivering hundreds of parcels
each week to those who need them the most. I have used it to refer some people
and it was very helpful and efficient.
Some WCC services have had to change, be reduced or suspended to ensure the
safety of staff and members of the public e.g the closure of recycling centres.
WCC is redeploying staff to help boroughs and districts with their refuse
collections etc to help them cope with staff absences. Again for safety reasons
major capital works have been deferred. However emergency road and pothole
repairs will still continue as will work on faulty streetlights, traffic signals,
crossings etc. WCC staff have also been deployed to help the district and
boroughs with business grants applications, council tax hardship claims etc.
Many services are still operating as normal e.g. Childrens and Adult Social Care,
Public Health, many schools open for children of key workers, streetlighting,
traffic signals etc. Please contact me if you need assistance with accessing WCC
services please contact me via my WCC email –
cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk
Trading standards (TS) is still working hard to protect businesses from bank
account scams, cyber scams, residents from Covid-19 scams e.g. fake sanitizers,
PPE, bogus volunteers who collect money from residents for food collections
then disappear. TS has also investigated shops and businesses that shouldn’t
have remained opened or were flouting social distancing measures. Pubs, sports
& social clubs that were having ‘lock-ins’ have been issued several Prohibition
Notices.
Warwickshire Fire & Rescue have been maintaining business as usual wherever
possible and has also been helping in areas such as assisting the Coroner,
Hospital to Home, Safe & Well checks, Fire Prevention etc.
Road accidents are reduced due to the lower amount of traffic on the roads but
there still many people driving inappropriately. PC Simms, our local officer, will
be interested to hear of examples. Details of vehicle make and registration would
be helpful. Overall crime is down but cases of domestic violence (nationally not
locally) have increased. WCC Refuge services are still operating.
Exercising once a day outside for up to 1 hour is still allowed, as long as it is
done locally and social distancing is achievable. If using public rights of way
(PROW), bridleways etc please be considerate and follow the ‘country code’ i.e.
don’t drop litter, stick to paths, close gates, put dogs on leads when livestock
nearby. Any concerns , please let me know and I will contact the WCC PROW
officer.
Please stay safe and only go out for basic necessities as infrequently as possible,
one form of exercise a day, any medical need to provide care to help a vulnerable
person, travelling to and from work, but only where this cannot be done from
home.
Andy 07771335273, 07899904189 or cllrcump@warwickshire.gov.uk
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From your Stratford District Councillor

Louis Adam
Email: Louis.Adam@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Tel: 07971 342940

The District Council have been helping with the implementation of the efforts to
combat the coronavirus. Our priorities are to help protect all from the virus
particularly the vulnerable, support individuals through our Council Tax
Reduction Scheme and Hardship Fund, and businesses through reliefs and
grants,
We are working with County Council in providing Shielded Hubs. The County
have established a helpline which is open 24/7 for individuals to call if they need
support, this number is 0800 4081447.
The Council is working with individuals to, where necessary, reschedule
payments for Council Tax which is supported by a Hardship Fund. This is then
being managed to support for those experiencing significant financial hardship
and will be available for emergency payments to individuals in desperate
financial need.
For businesses requiring financial support and wishing to apply for a support
grant the online form can be found at: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/onlineforms/business-rates-grant-form.cfm.
Currently the Council is able to maintain all of the refuse and recycling
collection activities and will do for as long as possible. The Green Waste
Charging Scheme has been deferred until May 2021 as part of this.
Addressing fly tipping is a high priority and any instances should be reported to
SDC to manage, especially where the culprit can be identified as this can lead to
prosecution. Our team are acting on reports as quickly as possible.
The Parish Council and local groups are doing a great job in supporting the
community on the ground and I am endeavouring to support them in this where
possible.
I am contactable via phone or email, please feel free to get in touch.
Tel: 07971 342940
Email: louis.adam@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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STOCKTON VILLAGE HALL

Chair/Secretary - Wendy Burrows Tel:714425 Treasurer - Val Legg Tel: 814640
Bookings - Helen Kittendorf Tel: 815376
helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall Charges:- Children’s Parties £25
Hourly Rate £7.50p
I’m normally a social girl
I love to meet my mates
But lately with the virus here
We can’t go out the gates

So here you find me stuck inside
For weeks, maybe more
I finally found myself again
Then I had to close the door

You see, we are the ‘Oldies’ now
We need to stay inside
If they haven’t seen us for a while
They’ll think we’ve up and died

It didn’t really bother me
I’d while away the hour
I’d bake for all the family
But I’ve got no self raising flour!

They’ll never know the things we did
Before we got this old
There wasn’t any Facebook
So not everything was told

Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller
I’m swooning over Idris
Or some random sexy killer

We may seem sweet old ladies
Who would never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60’s
If you only knew the truth!

At least I’ve got a stash of booze
For when I’m being idle
There’s wine and whiskey, even gin
If I’m feeling suicidal!

There was sex and drugs and rock n’ roll
The pill and miniskirts
We smoked, we drank, we partied
And were quite outrageous flirts

So let’s all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health
And hope this nasty virus
Doesn’t decimate our wealth

Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone’s mum
Somebody’s wife, nana
Who on earth did we become?

We’ll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I’m not far too wide
To fit through the garden gates!

We didn’t mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full
But to bury us before we’re dead
Is like red rag to a bull

Take care, stay safe, stay in and look forward to all the wonderful activities we
will have at the village hall when this is all over. (Especially Helen and Val’s
cakes)

25

Garden Jottings
from Bridge Nursery - your local Hardy Plant Specialists
Christine Dakin, Bridge Nursery
Tel:01926 812737
Tomlow Road, Napton.
www.bridge-nursery.co.uk
¼ mile from Crossroads Garage – look for our Tourist Sign

We will be in the fifth week of lockdown when you see this. Our lives have
changed dramatically, many of you might have adapted, others will find it
difficult. Everything is different, some of it is good with many acts of kindness
and people helping others when they can.
It took me a few days of feeling a bit lost before I realised that I needed to keep
working somehow. Luckily my daughter came up with new ideas of how to keep
the business going. I put some photos of bundles of plants on the Bridge Nursery
Facebook page and am now offering a 'click and collect' system. Unfortunately I
don't have veg plants or seeds which is what everyone wants, maybe you could
do some swapping with others via Facebook. We just have garden plants. I'm
also offering appointments so that one person can look round the nursery on their
own.
The weather in April (so far) has been perfect for gardening, those of you forced
to stay at home are keen to get out in the garden. It's wonderful to see so many
novice gardeners who are eager to learn more and maybe involve their children.
Please contact me if you need any advice or help via our website bridgenursery.co.uk
Keep well, keep safe, all best wishes.
Christine
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SPORTING STOCKTON
Pétanque in Stockton halted for the first time in 30 years!

Pétanque was established in Stockton in 1989 when 10 players paid £10 each for
a bond to raise cash for gravel to be laid at the lower end of the Crown Inn car
park when The Half Crown Pétanque Club was formed. We have played
Pétanque on a weekly basis since then and have only been prevented playing by
the coronavirus lockdown 30 years later!
The club has been very successful during these years, including:

representing Great Britain in the European Club championship twice

Twinning with Evreux in Normandy, France on an annual basis from
1992 until 2010








Twinning with Brainoise Pétanque,
from Braine near the Champagne
Region in North East France from 1994
until 2008

Twinning with the ‘Encore Une Fois’
Pétanque Club from Russelsheim in
Germany from 1997 until 2010.
earning an entry in the Guinness Book of
Records in 1999 for our 24 hour Pétanque
game for charity
being the first holder of the prestigious Sports Club of the Year
awarded by Stratford-on-Avon District Council in 2008, with John
Emberton winning the accolade of Sport Administrator of the Year in
2011.
winning the England Club Championship in 2010

The key sponsors of our club during this time were the Crown Inn landlords
Bryan Roberts and Pat O’Flynn – who
is pictured receiving his Life
Membership from John Emberton,
who is the only founder member still
active in the club, and Rich Powell,
the Club Captain
Stockton Pétanque Club was launched
on 16th July 2016, when The Half
Crown Club moved to a new purposely built terrain at Stockton Football and
Cricket Club. We were funded by kind donations from Rugby Group Benevolent
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Fund (CEMEX), Taylor Wimpey, the Heart of England
Pétanque Association, the local Pétanque clubs, club
members and friends, which enabled building work on our
terrain to begin in August.
The works is depicted in the photo and the opening
ceremony delegation is shown, including Peter Banham,
who sadly passed away in March.

The Club has grown from strength to strength since
our move to the Football Club, but most players are
frustrated by not being able to play any Pétanque
since lockdown – except for the lucky few who
have been practising in their gardens on makeshift
playing terrains.
We all look forward to playing and socialising again
in the not too distant future.

STOCKTON LADIES & JUNIOR NETBALL
Reports from Jean Sanders

As everyone is well aware due to Covid-19 Coventry and Warwickshire Netball
League came to an abrupt end.
I’m not aware yet of how the league propose to conclude the season, only the A
Team had finished all there matches, the other 4 teams only had one match left
to complete there season.
Fortunately all Our teams in the Junior League had finished.
All Stockton Netball Teams, ask you to Stay Safe look after each other. We will
get back to normal soon
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Stockton’s Archives
WORLD WAR 2 - ALBERT ARTHUR AYRISS
Very little is known about Albert Ayriss or his family although his name is
recorded on the memorial in Stockton church.
Private Albert Arthur Ayriss was born April 1914 at Southam to Albert Arthur
Ayriss (born 26 June 1887) and Winifred (born 17 December 1893). They had
another son, Percy (born 22 May 1922).
In 1939 the family lived at 2, George Street, Stockton although Albert was not
with them.
Albert died on 27 May 1940 at the age of 26 and is buried in the Wormhoudt
Communal Cemetery, Belgium. It is believed that he was taken prisoner by the
Germans and a group of soldiers were locked in a barn then killed when hand
grenades were thrown in.
His service no. was 511078, and her served in the 2nd Battalion, Royal
Warwickshire Regiment.

STOCKTON VICARS
Part I
By Howard Collerson
WILLIAM HODGSON was Rector at Stockton fr om 29th December 1763
until 13th June 1805, the date of his death.
CHARLES THEOMARTYR CRANE was Rector at Stockton fr om 13th
June 1805 until 20th July 1822, having previously been a curate at Twyford and
Down Fatherly. After leaving Stockton he became a Perpetual Curate at St.
James, Paddington. He may have died on 16th June 1833 at St. Pancras. His
children, Eliza and Francis are buried in Stockton churchyard.
SAMUEL WOOTON PERKINS was Rector at Stockton fr om 7th August
1822 until 13th January 1835. He had received an MA from Wadham College
Oxford and was ordained in 1818.
CHARLES PILKINGTON was bor n on 25th Febr uar y 1802 at Chichester
and was baptised on 1 March 1802 at St. Pancras, Chichester. His parents were
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the Rev. Charles Pilkington (1777 - 1828) and Harriet Elizabeth Williams (1780
- 1850). He married Maria Garner (1806 - 1875) on 23rd August 1836 at
Winchester Cathedral.
He was Rector at Stockton from 13th January 1835 having previously been
Rector at Winchester St. Lawrence. He was ordained in 1825.
At the 1841 Census they lived at The Rectory, Stockton with their son, Charles,
who was born about 1838, and they employed six staff. By 1851 there was no
record of the son, Charles, but there was a daughter, Caroline who was born
about 1842. At the 1861 census Charles and his wife were recorded at the
Canon’s Residence, Chichester but Charles was described as “Rector of
Stockton”. Caroline still lived with them and they had five staff.
Charles died in 1870 and he and his wife, Maria, are buried in Stockton
churchyard.
WILLIAM TUCKWELL was bor n in Oxfor d 27 November 1829 and
baptised on 29th December 1829. His parents were William Tuckwell and
Margaret and William was a surgeon. He attended New College Oxford and
matriculated on 1 October 1848 aged 18 from Winchester. He was a Fellow from
1848 - 1859 was awarded BA in 1852 and an MA in 1856. He served as
headmaster at the college school 1857 - 1864, chaplain and precentor 1858 1862.
He married Rosa Strong (born in London in 1830 and died in 1914 at Chertey,
Surrey) in July 1858 at Headington, Oxford and their children were Rosa (1859 1933), Gertrude (1861 - 1951), Marion (1866 - 1942) and Henry Maurice (1872 1951)
He became headmaster at King’s College School, Taunton 1864 - 1878.
He served as Rector of Stockton in1878 - 1894. He was known as the “Radical
Parson”, and championed the cause of his poorer parishioners. He gave up his
church, or glebe land, to be used as allotments so that his parishioners could
supplement their meagre income. 200 acres of the glebe land was split up into
one acre and half acre plots with a rent of £1 per acre per year with a tenure of 14
years. This move was opposed by local farmers and clergy and even his own
Bishop of Worcester. However, the patrons of the parish, New College Oxford,
stood by him. These allotments stood to the south of the footpath known as The
Radical that carries on from Rectory Close and is probably named in memory of
Rev. Tuckwell. He became active in politics in 1884 at the time of The Great
Reform Bill and his work among the poor led him to enquire much about their
conditions and lives. Over the next 10 years he delivered more than a thousand
speeches in support of Christian Socialism and in favour of a redistribution of
wealth and land.
Extract from The Birmingham Post, 9th September 1888. “Mr. Tuckwell, the
well-known Rector of Stockton, near Rugby, held yesterday the first annual
gathering of the tenants of his allotment farm. Two years ago Mr. Tuckwell, than
whom the agricultural labourers of England have no more firm and courageous
friend - in spite of the bitter opposition of his Bishop, but generously aided by
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the patrons of his living, the Fellows of New College, Oxford - split his glebe
lands amongst the labourers of his parish. It was an interesting experiment, tried
under very advantageous circumstances. Mr. Tuckwell’s tenants enjoy the
advantage of scrupulously fair rents, absolute fixity of tenure, and a kindly and
public-spirited landlord. The experiment seems to have been crowned with
complete success. Eighty acres are now occupied by his allottees. The land,
which was formerly in a neglected condition, has been brought into a high state
of cultivation. The tenants appear to be more than content. It is said that they are
able to provide their families with vegetable food for the whole year, and by the
sale of what they do not require themselves to pay their rent and make a small
profit. Mr.Tuckwell himself declares that a labourer can cultivate as much as
two acres of land in his spare time, and by that means add five shillings a week
to his scanty wages. This is no small matter ; five shillings a week to his wages
may be the social - aye, and the moral - salvation of many an agricultural
labourer. Mr. Tuckwell has already written an admirable pamphlet on the
allotments question; we
should like him to write
another setting out the
statistics of his first
year’s operations. in the
meantime, his many
friends in Birmingham
will heartily
congratulate him on the
first results obtained
from his thoughtful and
generous experiment”

The Rev.
Tuckwell

Unfortunately, although
the tenants may have
benefited from this
generosity, the loss of
income from his glebe
land was too much for
Rev. Tuckwell to
sustain in the long term
and eventually he had to
resign his living.
After he left Stockton
he became a vicar at
Waltham in Lincolnshire and was living in The Rectory at the 1901 census with
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his wife Rosa. By the 1911 census he had moved to Pyreford near Woking and
lived at Pyreford Rough with Rosa.
He died on 1st February 1919 at Pyreford, Surrey and is buried at St. Nicholas
church, Pyreford.

STOCKTON HOUSE
Part I
By Howard Collerson
From about 1841 Stockton House was occupied by William Hodgson, a solicitor.
At the 1851 census the house was occupied by William, aged 60, his wife
Susannah, aged 60, their daughters Susannah aged 34, Julia aged 32 and one
servant. William was described as a ”landed proprietor”. He died about 1852 and
the house was then put up for sale

Leamington Spa Courier of 10 April 1852
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It was then occupied by a local solicitor, Robert Frederick Welchman who is
rumoured to have cut his throat in the pantry in 1869. The bloodstains were
considered to be unremovable and his ghost was supposed to be seen riding his
horse between Stockton House and the barn that stands on the opposite side of
the A426, known as Welchman’s Barn

Leamington Spa Courier of 14 January 1871
At the 1871 census the house was occupied by Thomas Philip Blyth aged 35,
(born 1832 in Poplar, Middlesex and died on 17 June 1896, at Birdingbury), a
cement manufacturer. Also there was his wife Margaret aged 30 (1841 - 1928)
and three children - George, Emily and Charles and three servants. The Blythe
family were involved with the local cement works owned by Nelsons and
George eventually became Works Manager (George Street in the village is
named after him). The house was offered for letting in 1875
Leamington Spa Courier of 17July 1875
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At the 1881 census the Blythe’s lived at The Fields, Southam and by 1891 they
lived at Birdingbury Hall.
William Tyrer occupied the house until 1887.
At the 1891 census the house was occupied by Emily Lingen, aged 42, her
daughters Constance, aged 14, Etheluda, aged 12, and five servants. Emily was
described as “living on her own means”.
At the 1901 census the house was occupied by William Kenney, aged 28, his
wife Josephine, aged 26, their son Henry aged 3 and seven servants.
Stockton house was offered for sale in 1904.

Leamington Spa Courier of 29 July 1904

34

35

36

37

38

W.I. Photo’s

Cake Stall 2011
Christmas Party 2013
Talk from Wardrobe Mistress Janet Lowe
Cutting of the Anniversary Cake 2015
Stockton Beer Festival 2019
Visit to Birmingham Library 2016
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D F J HEWER BUILDERS LTD
DESIGN AND BUILD COMPANY

Established 50 years working for the community
for all your building requirements

We build today with an eye to the future

MAINTENANCE – REPAIRS
EXTENSIONS – ALTERATIONS
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS
SPECIALISTS IN LISTED BUILDING WORKS
PLANNING AND BUILDING REGULATION APPROVALS
Telephone: 01926 813070 or 813627
Email: admin@hewerbuilders.co.uk
Web: www.hewerbuilders.co.uk
Registered house builders

8.00pm
Sat
Sun

Stockton Post Office &
Convenience Store
New Opening Hours:Shop:
Post Office Counter:
Mon-Fri 7.00am ~

Mon-Fri 9.00am ~ 5.30pm
Sat
9.00am ~12.30pm
Sun
Closed
Bank Holidays Closed

8.00am ~ 8.00pm
8.00am ~ 13.00pm

Tel: 01926 812491
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