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   Tomlow Road, Napton, Warks 
Specialist nursery growing and 
selling               Bamboos, Grasses, 
Hardy Perennials, Shrubs, Alpines 
Open March to November: 
Hours: Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday 
Mondays throughout the year 

10.00am to 4.00pm 
 Other times by appointment. 

Tel: 01926 812737 
www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

  Follow our brown tourist sign at 
 Napton crossroads on the A425 
Southam to Daventry Road 

 
 

 

 

Free Estimates  
Time convenient to you 

 
Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Samples Available  

 
Professional & Friendly Service 

 
Local Reliable Tradesman 
Qualified & Insured 

 
Free Delivery - 7 Day Service 

 
Flat Pack Assembly Service 

 
Phone JAMIE STRINGER  
 

on 
Tel: 01926 817924 
Mob: 07900431644  

BJ Gascoigne 
Building Contractor

 
 

For all your building 
requirements from patios to 

extensions and  
everything in between. 

 
Established 27 years. 

Free estimates and advice. 
Windmill Farmhouse, Stockton 

Tel: 01926 817670 &  
07956 621588 

Email: b_gascoigne@sky.com 

http://www.bridge-nursery.co.uk/
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Stockton Post Office & 
Convenience Store 

                                    Tel: 01926 812491 
 
        Shop:  
 Mon - Sat 7.00am ~ 8.00pm 
 Sun         8.00am ~ 13.00pm 
         

Post Office Counter: 
 Mon-Fri 9.00am ~ 5.00pm 
Closed for Lunch: 12.30pm - 1pm 
 Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays: Closed 
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Liz Gascoigne BA (Hons) 
Piano Teacher  

 

 
From beginners to advanced and 
everything in between. Children 
and adults welcome. Learn the 
basics, do the classical ABRSM 
exams or try something different 
ï blues, pop or for that special 

occasion. 
 

Windmill Farmhouse, Stockton 
Tel: 01926 817670 & 07949 

023907 
Email: 
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W. Goodwin & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 
38 Coventry Street, 

Southam. 
 
 

Telephone: 01926 812445 
 
 
 

Private Chapels of Rest 
Monument Service Provided 

Suzanne Evetts Florist 
Market Hill,  Southam 

Local - National &  
International Deliveries  

 
Bouquets - Arrangements 
Hand Tied Bouquets 

Plants 
Weddings - Tributes 

Fascinators made to order 
 

A beautiful range of  
gifts & greeting cards 

 
01926 814343 

suzanneflorist@aol.com 
www.suzanne-evetts-florist.co.uk 
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C PULLIN & SON 
Monumental Masons 

 

 
Five generations of quality  

manufacturing 
and service from a family  

business. 
All aspects of monumental  

Masonry 
Showroom at 19A High Street, 
Leamington Spa, CV31 3AW 

 
01926 426435 

pullinsmemorials.co.uk 

Join us for sporting events with BT and Sky Sports 
For last minute events or changes to the current planned events please see the following:  
Web page: http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html  
Find us on Facebook & Twitter 

THE NELSON CLUB at STOCKTON 
Napton Road, Stockton    Tel: 01926 812613 

OPENING HOURS:-   Mon - Thurs:- 5pm - 10pm Friday 3pm - 10pm 
Sat & Sun:- Noon - 10pm LAST ORDERS: 9.30pm 

 

The Nelson Bingo and Quiz Nights have been postponed 
due to the latest Covid-19 statement 

Hope to be Mask free for eyes down,  
your starter for ten very soon.  

Looking forward to seeing you then.  

 
Please support our  
Advertisers 

http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html
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Magazine Policy 
Deadline for articles 15th of the month and can only be accepted if in the form 
of a typed/written copy to Stocktonôs News Editorial Team  or email 
stocktons.news@gmail.com. The Editorial Team 1.) Reserve the right to 
withhold or shorten items as views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Team. 2.) Contributors can request that their names be withheld but the 
team cannot accept anonymous items for publication. 3.) Reserve the right to 
edit each edition of the magazine to be put on the Web. 4.) No Liability will be 
accepted for loss or damage caused by error or omission from advertisements or 
content. 5.) Income is aimed at covering all costs generated by the production/
circulation of Stocktonôs News. 6.) Any surplus funds will be distributed within 
the Parish of Stockton. Village groups are invited to apply for funds to the 
betterment of our community. 
Copy of Magazine Guide Lines reinstated from the 1980ôs Parish Mag 
8.) We will try to print anything that wont land us up in court 9.) We do not 
endorse ALL the views expressed. 10.) We donôt  judge between those in 
dispute. 11.) We want to provide news, views, opinions and reports. We do not 
want to be unfair, biased, censorious or condemnatory. 
Airing a view is an opinion but a continual airing of that view and/or itôs 
opposite becomes an argument. 

Contents 

 

Archives .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27 
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W.I.     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   . 15  
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DIARY DATES 

VILLAGE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Birthday wishes for July go to Rory Cooper, Carys West, Hannah 
Mingins, Abigail Evetts, Peter West, Maisie White, Harry Clewes, Jessica 
Mingins, Louie Bulyka, Richard Rumsey, Simon Watson, Marion Stringer,  
Jamie Stringer, Pauline Last, Peter Noon, Ffion Brough, Robert Cox, Lucy 
Woodall, Sonja Bagley, Abbie Udall, Alice Versey, Dennis Fletcher, Marlene 
Sedgeley, Laurence Neal, Martyn Warner, Leanne Warner, Fred Constable, 
Gabriella Gulliver, Caysie Kirby, Kelly Smith, Pheobe Sanders, Leo Harvey, 
Zoe Barker, Georgia Husband and Eloise Harvey  
 
Happy Birthday wishes for August go to Keziah Etheridge, Kyle Lawson, 
Edward Evetts, Isabella Holloway, Luke Lawson, Clare Howard, Brock Cooper, 
Shaun Evetts, Elicia Glover, Ashleigh Adkins, Phyliss Rolfe, Brian Skidmore, 
Ben Kirby, Luca Newman, Blake Smith, Anna Billsborough, Percy Smith, Billy 
Cotter, Alexander Lisiak, Archie Deering, Charlotte Howard and Emily Howard.  

If you would like birthdays/anniversary included/removed please contact  
magazine. Tel:  01926 813730/812887  or email before 15th of month  

July 
 2nd & 3rd Open Studio - see pages 17 & 36 for more details 
 3rd Childrenôs Society Coffee Morning & Bring and Buy - see pg. 16 
 3rd Petanque Melee - F.C. & C.C. - 1.30pm  
 5th W.I. - Nelson Club - 7.30pm 
12th Temporary Closure of Post Office Counter - 5.00pm 
19th PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Village Hall - 7.15pm 
August 
27th - 30th  Village Festival 
29th  Family Fun Day - Football Club - see page 35 for more details 
 

Refuse & Recycling 
  July 2nd, 16th & 30th  August 13th & 27th- Grey Lid Bin  
      July 9th & 23rd  August 6th & 20th  -   Blue Lid Bin & Green Bin 

Missed Bins Tel: 01789 260616  

Mobile Library 
July 16th & August 6th & 27th  
2.20pm - 2.40pm - Stockton Church 
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VILLAGE MATTERS 
To have your news included please 

Contact by email - stocktons.news@gmail.com 
or by telephone Marion 812887 or Wendy 813730 

    Happy  103rd Birthday wishes 
        to Mrs. Freda Spraggett  
          On the 11th July 
 
Freda was born on 11th July 1918 as one of the 
12 children of George and Theresa Lockley who 
lived at Mount Pleasant and then Victoria 
Terrace in Stockton. 
She still recalls taking her father's lunch to him 
at Cally works between morning and afternoon 
school. 
She worked in service at Arnold Lodge School 
in Leamington with her sister, who became 
Kath Evetts and then towards the end of the 
Second World War found better paid work with 
the Standard Motor Company at 
Canley ,Coventry on aircraft parts inspection. 
Her memories of her time at the Standard, which became Standard Triumph, are 
recorded for posterity at the British Motor Museum at Gaydon and in normal 
times can be heard on headphones by visitors to the Museum. 
She married her husband John, known by many as Jack, Spraggett in 1945 and 
thereafter supported him as a housewife though they had no children. They lived 
in a flat in Leamington when first married and then moved to a house in Villiers 
Street, Leamington where Freda cared for John and lived until she moved into 
Greenways Care Home at Long Itchington in 2018. John latterly had his own 
engineering business in Southam and they were able to afford many cruises 
around the Baltic and the Mediterranean until they were nearly 90. She is still an 
eager reader of her monthly copy of Stockton News. I wonder if Freda is the 
longest lived of any person ever born in Stockton? 
Peter Lockley 

 

The winner of Stocktonôs News Annual Free Poultry Raffle is 

Vicki Lowe 
 

Thank you to all who donated.  
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Condolences go to family and friends of Mr. Alan Bates who has sadly passed 
away. Alan was born and lived all of his life in Stockton. 

David and Josie would like to express their appreciation to all those that were able to 
attend their Mothers funeral, to all those that stood out to say farewell on her final 
journey. Thanks also for the many sympathy cards, flowers and messages on their sad 
loss.       
Love to you all.  

Congratulations go to Kristopher and Karis on the early arrival of  
their daughter Annabelle Susie Gillett. Annabelle weighed in at 5lb. 
4ozs on the 14th May.  
Congratulations to all including grandparents Bev & Mark Gillett.   

Congratulations on their forthcoming wedding go to Tom 
Middleton and April Gillett who get married on the 20th August.  

Hello everyone, to update everyone, the defibrillator planned for the village 
phone box is currently on order and I am just waiting on a delivery, 
installation and training date. 
The training to use the equipment will be for up to 50 volunteers and will be for 
anyone who would like the training and / or refresher training.  Stockton Football 
& Cricket Club have kindly offered the club as a training venue (subject to 
Covid restrictions) and all trained volunteers will also be able to access the 
defibrillator at the Club as well as in the TK.  This will ensure all areas of the 
village will have access to a defibrillator if required. 
As well as volunteers for training to use the equipment, I need volunteers to 
complete a weekly check on the equipment. This will literally be a case of 
checking that the indicator light on the defibrillator is showing green (ok) or red 
(fault); if there is a fault then there will be a dedicated phone line to report it.   If 
there are enough volunteers the checks should be split between everyone so it 
wonôt take up too much of your time. 
Once the old telephone has been removed from the Telephone Kiosk it will be 
cleared, repaired and repainted.    
Any questions or if you would like to put your name forward for training to use 
the defibrillator, or to assist with the weekly checks please contact me on 07763 
597492 or via email sue.coutts@hotmail.co.uk 
Thank you to everyone who has already contacted me as a result of my Facebook 
post, it really is appreciated and shows what a great community spirit our village 
has. 

Kind regards   Sue Coutts  

mailto:sue.coutts@hotmail.co.uk
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Stockton Post OfficeÈ The Square, Stockton, Southam, CV47 8JN  
Branch Temporary Closure  

We are writing to inform you that, regrettably, due to operational reasons the 
above branch will be closing temporarily on Monday 12 July 2021 at 17:00. It is 
currently envisaged that the closure will last approximately six weeks and we 
will display updated posters at the branch when the exact reopening date will be 
confirmed. If you have any questions you would like to raise about this matter, 
please write to me via the National Consultation Team at the address shown at 
the end of the letter. Please note that your comments will not be kept confiden-
tial unless you expressly ask us to do so by clearly marking them ñIn Confi-
denceò. Any future changes to service provision would be handled in line with 
our Principles of Community Engagement. A copy is available at the end of this 
letter. We will display posters in the branch to inform customers. It would be 
helpful if you could share this information through your social media channels 
and with any local groups or organisations that you know within the community, 
for example on noticeboards, local charities and in GP surgeries, to help our 
customers and your constituents understand what is happening to the Post Office 
in the local community. If you would like a supply of these posters please let us 
know. know. We would like to apologise for the inconvenience the temporary 
closure may cause. We hope that our customers will continue to use Post Office 
services and details of alternative Post Office branches in the area are shown at 
the end of this letter. Due to the effects of Covid 19 branch opening hours may 
vary. The latest available branch information can be found on our website, 
www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder  
We will write to you again once we have any news about our plans for future 
service provision.  
Yours faithfully Anne Murphy  
Anne Murphy Network Provision Lead  
 
comments@postoffice.co.uk 
Postofficeviews.co.uk 
FREEPOST Your Comments 
Alternative branches:  
Southam Post Office 54 Coventry Street Southam CV47 0EP  
Opening times Monday 09:00 ï 17:30 Tuesday 09:00 ï 17:30 Wednesday 09:00 
ï 17:30 Thursday 09:00 ï 17:30 Friday 09:00 ï 17:30 Saturday 09:00 ï 14:00 
Sunday Closed  
Napton Post Office New Street Napton Southam CV47 8LR  
Opening times Monday 08:00 ï 17:00 Tuesday 08:00 ï 17:00 Wednesday 08:00 
ï 17:00 Thursday 08:00 ï 17:00 Friday 08:00 ï 17:00 Saturday 08:00 ï 12:00 
Sunday Closed  
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Chair- Nina Griffiths          Secretary- Rachel Stubbings 

With the continued uncertainty over the 
relaxing of restrictions, we are being cautious 
over organising larger fundraising events. That 
being said, after half term we launched our 
new weekly event óFrozen Fridaysô and weôre 
thrilled with its success! This should be taking 
place every Friday afternoon on the playground 
so donôt forget your 50pôs!  

Keep an eye on our Facebook page and posters 
around the village for information on 
upcoming events once we are more confident 
in what will be allowed to go ahead! 

STOCKTON VILLAGE HALL 
Bookings - Helen Kittendorf  Tel: 815376          helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk 
Hourly Rate Ã7.50p 

More and more activities are beginning to take place at the Village Hall. Already 
we have welcomed back some of our regular hirers and some new. The Puppy 
Training and the new Clubbercise sessions are proving so popular that they are 
both currently running twice a week. Yoga classes have also started again.  
New to us, Baby and Toddler Music sessions are coming soon for the little ones. 
All of these activities are getting booked up very quickly. 
We are looking forward to welcoming back our regulars of the Parish Council, 
The WI, Toddlersaurs and Whist when we donôt need to comply with social 
distancing rules and can accommodate the numbers involved. 
We are planning that Coffee Mornings will return to the 1st Saturday of the 
month from September 4th with the usual freshly brewed coffee and tea and 
selection of home-made cakes. It would be lovely to see you there to support us 
as this is the main, regular fundraising effort by the Committee for the benefit of 
the hall and helps to maintain it as the pleasant venue it is in the heart of the 
village. 
Stockton Cinema will resume on the last Saturday of the month from 25th 
September and we canôt wait to welcome back all the regulars and, hopefully, 
some newcomers. We now have all our own equipment including an electric, 
motorised projector screen that was installed during the first lockdown so hasnôt 
been used yet. We hope we can all enjoy the big screen experience brought to 
our local venue. Watch out for Social Media notices and posters nearer the time. 

mailto:helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk
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While we wait for Stockton Cinema to start we have available some DVDs for 
free loan. 
We have: Knives Out ï a murder mystery starring Daniel Craig as the inquisitive 
and debonair detective. 
      The Good Liar ï a suspenseful drama starring Helen Mirren as a 
wealthy widow and Ian McKellan as a con man out to take her millions. 
       The Parasite ï winner of 40 Oscars about a poor family infiltrating a 
wealthy familyôs home. 
There is also a DVD with short stories, animated short films, the communityôs 
views of lockdown in a S. Warwickshire village and a short film of snapshots of 
Warwickshire archives. This last one has a clip of a Rock & Roll marathon in 
Leamington Spa in1960. Maybe you took part! 
If anyone would like to borrow any of these please contact Val on 814640. 
There is still some regular availability to hire the hall at the hourly rate of Ã7.50 
as well as making it the venue for your private party. There is a special rate of 
Ã25 for 4 hours for your Childrenôs Party so no need for the little ones to miss 
out. For any enquiries about bookings please call Helen on 815376. 
Stockton Village Hall Committee 

 
STOCKTONôS WEATHER STATION  

STOCKTONôS WEATHER STATION - MAY 2021 
Headlines - Coolest May since 1996 and carries on the trend of a cool spring 
leading to flowers, etc being up to three weeks behind. 
The average minimum temperature was 6.2 deg. C, more than one degree below 
the average (7.5 deg.). The lowest temperature was 1.3 deg.C on the 2nd May.  
The average maximum temperature was 14.8 deg.C, nearly two degrees below 
the average (16.6 deg.). The highest temperature was 22.6 deg.C on  31st May.  
Rainfall this month of 82mm was nearly 50% more than the May average of 
56 mm. and it rained on 18 days. The wind has blown mainly from the south-
west, west and north-west (25 days). Sunshine levels have only been 80% of the 
average for May. 
Trivia of the month -  
 Amount of rainfall so far this year - 235mm 
 Amount of rainfall in 2020 by the end of May  - 180mm 
 Number of rainy days so far this year - 70 days 
 Number of rainy days in 2020 by the end of May - 51 days 
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WOMENS INSTITUTE 
Meeting 7.30pm at Village Hall first Monday each Month 

President:- Sue Gill  Tel:  01926 460278 
Secretary: Joan Ford Tel: 01926 810220 

Our June meeting was held at the Football Club and although it wasnôt the 
celebration of our 90th 
anniversary we held there last 
year the enjoyment was even 
greater as we hadnôt met all 
together since last September! 
We also welcomed our new 
member Marion. The sun shone 
and it was just right for us to sit 
outside with more than 30 
attending. Sandi did a splendid 
job sourcing and running the 
competitions and her version of 
Would I Lie To You, which 
was called ñWhoôs Telling Porkiesò, was hilarious with everyone taking part. 
The delicious individual picnic bags were provided by Mr Chef Catering and we 
had fantastic service from Becky who was on her feet constantly taking orders 
and serving drinks to each table. Thank you Becky, everyone said how theyôd 
enjoyed the afternoon. Thanks go to everyone who was involved in organising 
the party. Our thoughts now turn to our July meeting which is to be held on the 
first Monday in July upstairs in the Nelson Club. We donôt have a formal agenda 
for the meeting due to recent circumstances, but it would be nice if we have a 
competition of The Most Beautiful Rose. Letôs see if anyone can beat Angela 
who won this two years ago. If you havenôt got a rose maybe a kind neighbour 
will help out. We will also be taking part in the Beer Festival with our scarecrow 
and possibly a cake stall. There will be no meeting as usual in August but we 
have ideas in the pipeline for a couple of trips out, possibly an afternoon tea and 
another outing. We will contact everyone with details when decided. If you are 
interested in becoming a member you are very welcome, just come along on the 
night a few minutes early or call our Secretary Joan or President Sue on the 
numbers above for more information. There is no charge for the first week you 
attend.  
 
Our next meeting will be Monday 5th July at 7.30 pm upstairs at the Nelson 
Club and the competition is A Beautiful Rose.  
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Garden Jottings 
from Bridge Nursery - your local Hardy Plant Specialists 

 
Christine Dakin, Bridge Nursery                  Tel:01926 812737 
Tomlow Road, Napton.                  www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

ı mile from Crossroads Garage ï look for our Tourist Sign 

It was recently suggested that I could be putting some people off gardening by 
relentlessly giving lists of things to do. There are many different approaches to 
using your outside space. Maybe you want to sit and read a book and enjoy the 
peace and quiet or perhaps have friends round for a BBQ. You might like a wild 
garden with plenty of birds, bees and butterflies and other creepy crawlies. But it 
can be a chore for some of you which might be why there are more sales of 
artificial turf. This, incidentally, can heat up to such high temperatures that it 
can't be walked on by children or dogs. It supports zero wildlife and mostly 
looks wrong. 
I seem to be unable to walk through the garden without seeing a hundred things 
that need doing. I rarely (never) just sit and look at it. In fact I really should look 
up sometimes too because I've been muttering that there are no skylarks any 
more but yesterday one was pointed out to me which is very pleasing. 
Plants and gardens can be such good therapy, in these stressful times it is 
important to be able to have some green space in which to unwind. So no 'to do' 
lists this time. Just enjoy the scents of the roses and the buzzing of the bees until 
next month when I will suggest more jobs to do. 
 
Christine Dakin 

 
Childrenôs Society Coffee Morning 

& Bring & Buy sale 
 

Saturday 3rd July, 10 am ï 12 mid-day 
at Hannahôs Cottage, Hillside, Napton. 

 
Everyone Welcome.  

Please bring your Box for opening if you have one.   
Sue & Wendy are looking forward to seeing you.   
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Chairman ï        Richard Rushton 
Administrator ï John Emberton   01926 814267 
Club Captain ï   Rich Powell        07957848075 
www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk 

Now we are playing again, our Saturday Club is well underway with an average 
of 15 players each week.  Becky Rushton and Dave Hancox have taken an early 
lead in the Summer League and with just five rounds played so far in the Singles 
League (due to ongoing Covid restrictions) Sarah Jerger and Dave Hancox are 
the early leaders, both unbeaten so far. 
15 very enthusiastic P®tanquers turned up for the Stockton June melee in very 
pleasant weather. After three rounds there were just two unbeaten players with 
Rich Rushton taking the honours with an impressive +30 points advantage, well 
ahead of Dave Hancoxôs +8. There were five players with two wins, with Becky 
Rushton as the best with +10. 
Congratulations to Teresa and Peter Bingham for their selection as team 7 
for the Heart of England squad to play in the Inter-Regional Championship in 
September at its new venue ï Melton Mowbray Cattle Market.  
The Heart of England Summer League started in mid-May, with a round robin 
competition between 16 teams from the West Midlands-based clubs, including 
two teams from Stockton ï The Knights and The Yeomen. After four rounds, 
both teams have achieved six wins from 12 and are mid-table. 
Matches are played on Wednesday evenings, starting at 7.30pm, through to the 
end of August with a home game in Stockton on most weeks. 
Our next melee will be on Saturday 3rd July with registration at 1.30 for a 
2.00pm start. This is open to anyone who would like to join us. We will provide 
the boules and tuition on the rules of the game. 

Open Studios 
 
Warwickshire Open Studios ( 19th June to 4th July ) celebrating 21 years of 
showcasing a whole range of different artists, mostly in the studios where they 
work. 
This year there are three artists in Stockton:  
KJ Matthews, Sarah Caisey & Julia Prior. 
 
Thereôs also David & Wendy Harkness in Southam and  
Deborah Dutton & Mary Stephens in Priors Marston. 
You can find more detail on these plus more than 300 other artists and a virtual 
brochure for the Summer Art Weeks at: www.warwickshireopenstudios.org 

http://www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk
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Stockton church  

Methodist and Anglicans in  unity  

The Bridges Group of Parishes             www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk   
Rev. Gillian Roberts  Tel: 01926815831          email: gillian@thebridgesgroup.org.uk         

  4th July 
Trinity 5 

  

11th July 
Trinity 6 

  

18th July 
Trinity 7 

25th July 
Trinity 8 

Priors 
Hardwick 
  

9.00am 
Morning 
Worship 
  

5.00pm 
Evensong 
  

9.00am 
BCP  
Communion 
  

 

Wormleigh-
ton 
  
  

 9.00am 
BCP  
Communion 
  

 10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
  

Lower 
Shuckburgh 
  

   Wednesday 
28th July - 
10am 

Midweek 
BCP  
Communion 
  

Napton 
  
  

10.30am 
CW  
Communion 
  

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
  

10.30am 
CW  
Communion 
  

5.00pm 
Informal  
Evening  
Worship 
  

Stockton 
  
  

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
  

10.30am 
Methodist 
Service 
  

 10.30am 
CW  
Communion 
  

Priors 
Marston 
  

10.30am 
Informal 
Worship 
  

10.30am 
CW  
Communion 
  

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
  

10.30am 
Informal 
Worship 
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  1st August 
Trinity 9 

  

8th August 
Trinity 10 

  

15th  
August 
Trinity 
11 

22nd  
August 
Trinity 
12 

29th  
August 
Trinity 13 

Priors 
Hard-
wick 
  

9.00am 
Pet Service 
(More  
details to 
follow) 

5.00pm 
Evensong 
  

9.00am 
BCP  
Comm 
  

   

Worm-
leighton 
  

 9.00am 
BCP Com-
munion 

 10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

  

Lower 
Shuck-
burgh 

   Wed  
25th Aug 
- 10am 
Mid-
week 
BCP 
Comm 
  

  

Napton 10.30am 
CW  
Comm 

10.30am 
Morning  
Worship 

10.30am 
CW  
Comm 

5.00pm 
Informal 
Evening 
Worship 

10.30am 
Outdoor 
Gathering 
(More  
details to  
follow) 

Stock-
ton 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.30am 
Methodist 
Service 

 10.30am 
CW 
Comm 

  

Priors 
Mars-
ton 
  

10.30am 
Morning  
Worship 
  

10.30am 
CW  
Communion 
  

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
  

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 
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Caring for Godôs creation 
 
Over the past few months I have been able to spend some time in my garden.  It 
isnôt my favourite pastime but I have enjoyed building a stumpery in a dark, 
unused corner (nowhere near as grand as Prince Charlesô stumpery at 
Highgrove!).  I have planted lots of native ferns, spring bulbs, hostas, foxgloves 
and other flowers to attract the bees and other insects.  (They even have their 
own bug hotel!) 
 
Also, for my birthday, my grandchildren gave me a pack of seeds: purple carrots, 
rainbow chard, red sprouts, stripy tiger tomatoes and yellow courgettes!  When 
they came to stay last month, they helped me sow the seeds.  I hope they will 
enjoy harvesting them and eating what they have produced when they come to 
stay in the summer! 
 
We are also undertaking some wildlife projects in our churchyards ï allowing 
the grass and wild flowers to grow so we can do a survey of whatôs there.  
(Thank you so much for not getting too cross or upset when it has looked 
untidy!)  We are also putting up some bird and bat boxes ï hopefully involving 
the local schools and communities.  And re-wilding some areas to allow wildlife 
to flourish, for nature to heal itself and restoring our relationship with the natural 
world.   
 
Nature is our life support system, itôs the air we breathe, the food we eat, the 
water we drink, the energy that sustains us.  Right at the beginning of the bible, 
God calls us to care for creation, to be good stewards of his precious planet, to 
look after his fragile, wonderful world.  But looking after the world should not 
come from a sense of duty but out of thankfulness for Godôs amazing love and 
generosity shown to us in his creation. 
 
ñOh Lord, what a variety of things you have made!  In wisdom you have made 
them all.  The earth is full of your riches.ò [Psalm 104:24] 
 
God bless, 
Gillian 

Letter from Rev. Gillian Roberts 
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The Bridges group NOTICE BOARD  
LOWER SHUCKBURGH, NAPTON , STOCKTON  

Priors  Marston, Priors Hardwick & Wormleighton  

Programme for Children and Youth 
Please note that all our activities with Children and Youth  
are on hold at the moment while we plan the way forward,  

with the exception of: 
 
Create & Play:  Tuesday mornings from 9.30 ï 10.45am in Stockton Church ï 
for further details, contact:  Deborah Dutton via 01926 819016 or 
deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com 
 

Mid-week programme for Adults - Home Bible Study Groups 
The following groups meet for Bible study, prayer and fellowship. If you would 
like to join, please contact the Vicar or a Group leader:  
 
Every Wednesday at 8.00pm in Stockton Gillian  [01926 815831]  
1st & 3rd Thursday at 2.30pm in Stockton Jan  [01926 817991] 
Every Thursday at 8.00pm in Napton Julia [01926 811476] 
Every week at 7.30pm in Napton Angie [01926 812225] 
 

Knit & Natter 
Tea and chat while knitting (or learning new skills or playing board games): 
Every Monday at 2.00pm in Stockton Church Jan  [01926 817991] 
Every Monday at 2.00pm in Napton Jayne [01926 813227] 
 

Parish enquiries 
For initial enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals and graveyard matters 
etc, please contact Susan, our Group Administrator on 01926 812383 or email: 
admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk. Please note that Susan works part-time but she 
will get back to you as quickly as she can. 
 
See elsewhere in the magazine for details of other church activities & events 

mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
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STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL 
             Meetings held every 3rd Monday in Village Hall 7.15pm.  

Full copies of  approved minutes available from Clerk to Parish Council 
Mr. W.J. Robinson   Tel: 01926 814094  or  

 website .www.stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk 

STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL - NOTES OF JUNE 2021 MEETING 
 
These notes are informal - for a formal record please refer to the approved 
minutes on our website. 
 
District and County Council Matters - the A 425 Southam to Leamington road 
should be re-opened by early August. The dropped kerb by the football club 
entrance should be fitted in the next few weeks. A new bollard is due to be fitted 
by the grass area at the end of George Street to prevent cars parking on the grass. 
 
Village facilities - Defibrillator: work has started on refurbishing the old 
phone kiosk to house the defibrillator. Anybody who is interested in being 
trained to operate the device or to join a rota to provide regular checks on the 
equipment should contact Sue Coutts on 07763 597492. The street lighting 
upgrades will be carried out in September and include replacement of three 
old-style cast iron columns around the village and upgrade of sodium lights to 
LEDs in Elm Row.  The refurbishment of the electricity sub-station in School 
Street should be completed sometime during the school holidays as it will 
require a full road closure  to access cables in the road. 
 
Planning matters - 36 George Street (21/01304): replacement of 
conservatory roof and garage, no representation by the parish council. Land off 
Napton Road (21/01285): proposed barn for agricultural purposes, 
objection lodged by the parish council as no need has been demonstrated. 40 
George Street (21/01518): flat roof dormer extension to create two 
additional dwellings and installation of dropped kerb to access car parking 
spaces: objection by the parish council on the grounds of intrusion over 
neighbouring properties, style of development out of keeping with the street 
scene and inadequate parking provision. Land off Station Road (20/03594): 
construction of race track for radio-controlled model cars, application 
withdrawn.     4 Rectory Close (21/01534): two storey side extension, no 
representation by the parish council. The Crown Inn (21/00306): demolition of 
outbuildings and replacement with letting units and residential flats and 
construction of new detached commercial building, permission granted. 
 
Next meeting: 7.15 pm on Monday 19 July 2021 in the village hall. 
 
Howard Collerson (Chairman) 
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News From Your Warwickshire County Councillor  
for Southam, Stockton & Napton 

Mobile: 07771335273 - cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk 
                 Stratford District Councillor for Southam South 
                                     Andrew.crump@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR UPDATE ï 20th June 2021 
Covid19 (as at 18/6/21) 
The rate of infections across the district has increased to35/100,000 from 18 last 
week, the over 60ôs rate has remained the same at 5/100,000 (10 last week) with 
2 cases over the last seven days. Other districts rates in Warwickshire for all ages 
are Nuneaton & Bedworth 101/100,000, North Warwickshire 29/100,000, 
Warwick 29/100,000 and Rugby 43/100,000.  Warwickshire overall 49/100,000. 
England 75/100,000. All increasing except North Warwickshire. 
There have been no further Covid related deaths across Stratford District this 
week, total now  141 from the start of this second wave (28th August 2020) 37 
occurring in care homes, 91 in hospital, two in a hospice and 10 at home and one 
in a communal establishment, out of a total of 1,068 all cause deaths in the 
district for this new second wave period.  
The cumulative total of deaths across Warwickshire for Wave 2  did not increase 
this week ( 676) with a total of 4,690 all cause deaths.  The cumulative total of 
Covid-19 deaths in Stratford district is 309 since the start of the pandemic and in 
Warwickshire 1,277. 
Funding Opportunities 
Warwickshire County Councillors Grant Fund 2021/22 ï Round 1 
The Warwickshire County Council Councillorsô Grant Fund is now live and 
open for applications. The Fund is aimed at community and voluntary 
organisations and provides each of the Countyôs 57 Councillors with a pot of 
Ã6,000 to support small-scale projects within their division. 
For more information and to submit an online application please click below for 
more information:- 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cllrgrants  
many Stockton organisations have benefitted from this fund and I hope others 
will apply too. 
Road safety 
Iôm pleased to see the road markings I asked to be done, were implemented 
along the Stockton Road down to the bridge by Greaves cottage. Hopefully a 
reminder to the óspeedersô to slow down. Other works are planned too. This 
week the grass had to be strimmed by the crossroad as it was causing visibility 
issues. A resident, who was new to the village, requested double yellow lines and 
residents parking only in Victoria Terrace due to not being able to see when 
emerging from George St, I did ask Road safety and the police to have a look but 
I imagine it would only move the problem elsewhere in the village and make the 
situation even worse. Iôm not sure what the residents of those houses would think 

mailto:cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2Fcllrgrants%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2V-Y5nXGeC_ROBtHiyYXl2FA79MpovB7sRxyX6YlFcTU75g8eJgIvy_Xw&h=AT3QpDC4UnGmcPqcBJqWYRUm-GNwy8XFUtkzS9eYrAhGdm7aiAXsbxYpk3AA6PA_EhY1X0IvWncZI6DpFY5Ezkkdq5cbL9ynMt0ceyT
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either. This is what the Police said - , I will just say that although the vehicles are 
parked too close to the junction, which does cause some difficulty, drivers are 
still ultimately responsible for ensuring they make good observations when 
leaving a junction and may be liable to prosecution under Section 3 Road traffic 
Act (careless driving) for pulling out of the junction and having an accident 
There should be a new dropped kerb by the entrance to Stockton sports field 
soon (it is taking longer than originally envisaged for various reasons). 
Menôs mental health  
Menôs health week, which runs from 14 ï 21 June, is encouraging conversations 
around male mental health under this yearôs theme: óbetter mental health in a 
COVID worldô. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2185/coventry-
and-warwickshire-shine-a-light-on-male-mental-health  
: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2134/funding-opportunity-for-
local-groups-to-support-mental-health-and-wellbeing 
Burton Dassett Hills Country Park conservation works 
 Conservation work has started to repair the Beacon tower located within 
Warwickshire County Councilôs Burton Dassett Hills Country Park. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2178/conservation-
work-begins-on-the-beacon-tower-at-burton-dassett-hills-country-park  
New funding for youth work  
Nine community organisations across Warwickshire have been awarded a total 
of more than Ã480,000 to help support young people by increasing youth work. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2180/new-funding-
will-boost-youth-work-across-warwickshire  
Community Equipment Service  
Warwickshire NHS and Warwickshire County Council would like to hear from 
anyone in the county who has used the Integrated Community Equipment (ICE) 
service to support their health and wellbeing. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2184/have-you-
used-community-equipment-to-help-you-at-home-  
Gaming habits of young people survey   
A survey has been launched which aims to find out how lockdown has changed 
the gaming habits of children and young people and what effect it may have had 
on their wellbeing. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2187/how-did-
lockdown-change-the-gaming-habits-of-young-people-in-warwickshire-  
Warwick University Eco-Park  
Warwickshire County Council has wholeheartedly welcomed The University of 
Warwickôs plans to create a huge new, publicly accessible, eco-park on its 
campus. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2186/warwick-
university-s-plans-for-a-huge-new-eco-park-is-welcomed-by-warwickshire-
county-council  
Switch and Save offer letters  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2185/coventry-and-warwickshire-shine-a-light-on-male-mental-health
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2185/coventry-and-warwickshire-shine-a-light-on-male-mental-health
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2134/funding-opportunity-for-local-groups-to-support-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2134/funding-opportunity-for-local-groups-to-support-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2178/conservation-work-begins-on-the-beacon-tower-at-burton-dassett-hills-country-park
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2178/conservation-work-begins-on-the-beacon-tower-at-burton-dassett-hills-country-park
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2180/new-funding-will-boost-youth-work-across-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2180/new-funding-will-boost-youth-work-across-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2184/have-you-used-community-equipment-to-help-you-at-home-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2184/have-you-used-community-equipment-to-help-you-at-home-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2187/how-did-lockdown-change-the-gaming-habits-of-young-people-in-warwickshire-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2187/how-did-lockdown-change-the-gaming-habits-of-young-people-in-warwickshire-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2186/warwick-university-s-plans-for-a-huge-new-eco-park-is-welcomed-by-warwickshire-county-council
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2186/warwick-university-s-plans-for-a-huge-new-eco-park-is-welcomed-by-warwickshire-county-council
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2186/warwick-university-s-plans-for-a-huge-new-eco-park-is-welcomed-by-warwickshire-county-council
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Warwickshire residents who have signed up to save on their gas and electricity 
bills will be receiving their personalised offer letters in the post. 
If you havenôt already signed-up, join the big community switch today, here: 
https://bigcommunityswitch.co.uk/warwickshire/landing  
Climate Change Newsletter   
Sign-up for WCCôs latest newsletter and get up-to-date information about the 
climate change emergency in the County including what we are doing to reduce 
our carbon footprint and the things that you can do to make a difference: http://
eepurl.com/hrk-zf  
Commonwealth Games schedule launches  
11 Days of sports are coming to the region in 2022 when @birminghamcg22 
begins: Check out our updated schedule, see when your favourite events will 
take place and be on the starting line for tickets. Read more in the latest #B2022 
blog: https://birmingham2022.com/news/blog/event-ticket-details-revealed/  
UK100 Pledge  
At the Cabinet meeting on Thursday 17 June, Warwickshire County Council 
agreed to sign-up to the UK100 Net Zero Pledge on carbon emission reduction. 
Find out what this means: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/
warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge  
Scam Awareness 2021 
Keep up to date with the latest Warwickshire scams with information from 
@Warwickshire_CC @WarksTSS https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scams 
Warwickshire Open Studios starts on 19th June until 4th July and that 
there are 8 local artists opening their studios to the public, with more in 
surrounding villages. Also some more people  are involved online. Work from 
some can also be seen in GJF Furnishings in Southam and Jubilee Fields in 
Stockton. Here is a link to the pages in the brochure.  
https://www.warwickshireopenstudios.org/sites/default/files/flipbook/?page=62 
Case work 
Urgent social service case, homeless issue, other children and adult social care 
cases, grasscutting, a request to increase/review speed limits on local roads (1st 
time ever), trading requests and advice, rats, planning issues, buses, 
footpaths,bollards,signposting to services plus many more.  
Stay safe and well 
Kind regards 
Andy 

https://bigcommunityswitch.co.uk/warwickshire/landing
http://eepurl.com/hrk-zf
http://eepurl.com/hrk-zf
https://birmingham2022.com/news/blog/event-ticket-details-revealed/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scams
https://www.warwickshireopenstudios.org/sites/default/files/flipbook/?page=62
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From your Stratford District Councillor 
Louis Adam 

Email: Louis.Adam@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
Tel: 07971 342940 

The closure of the A425 between Southam & Ufton due to HS2 works is meant 
to end, with through access being restored in late July/early August. This is as a 
result of significant pressure from the group of local councillors around 
Southam, myself included, in the interest of local residents and businesses. Iôm 
glad to see the change in their plans and will maintain pressure on HS2 in the 
interest of local residents as construction continues. 
 
Large deliveries to the construction sites are continuing to allow for the 
tunnelling under Long Itchington Wood however the traffic should be routed to 
avoid impacting the local villages to a large extent, especially with the opening 
of the A425. 
 
The South Warwickshire Local Plan consultation period, produced by Stratford 
& Warwick District Councils, closed on June 21st. 
I submitted comments to this on behalf of residents as part of my groups 
submission. These focused on protecting local communities from excessive 
housing development and improving the environmental impacts of development. 
I will provide an update once a response has been received. 
 
The Covid case numbers have risen in Warwickshire, and nationally, since the 
easing of restrictions however Stratford & Warwick Districts are the lowest in 
the county which is encouraging for our area. It is worth noting that the number 
of patients in hospital locally is very low also. 
 
Stratford District in particular has had a good uptake in vaccinations with around 
80% of all adults having one dose and 60% having both doses at the time of 
writing. This being said people are still being asked to self-isolate if cases are 
detected and so caution is still required when making plans. 
 
After a tough spring we are all welcoming some warmer weather and more 
freedoms so I hope you have a good summer, please stay safe. 
 
Feel free to get in touch. 
 
Cllr Louis Adam 
 

mailto:Louis.Adam@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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Stocktonõs Archives 

A WALK IN THE CHURCHYARD No. 5  
MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE  

There are three memorials to villagers who have been awarded the M.B.E. 
Charlie Gardnerôs cremated remains are buried in the Garden of Remembrance 
and the graves of Sidney Way and Major Weaver are  in the last three rows of 
headstones at the far end of the churchyard. 
 
Charles Edward (Charlie) Gardner was born on 16 June 1901. The Shire & 
Spire of September 1960 reports that ñMr. Gardner and his wife built the 
bungalow themselves and it isnôt quite like any other in the world, for Charles 
Gardner is a man who lives with wood. He has more kinds of wood in the house 
than you would think possible and as he says óeach gives us joy every minuteò. 
In a way its like a houseful of children for he knows every piece of wood by 
name, by feel, by touch and he knows the tree it came from and what the tree was 
like and where it stood. The window is his living room is tiled with 152 pieces of 
wood, all different..  Mr. Gardner has shown  at so many Shows all over the 
country; he has met many people and to him they are all kind. But beside his 
work with wood Mr. Gardner is also the caretaker at the school. If Stockton 
cannot claim to be  one of our prettiest villages it must surely have one of the 
prettiest school gardens in the county, where Mr. Gardner built the sandpit and 
helped to make the goldfish poolò. Mr Gardner's bungalow was built at the end 
of Elm Row. He is pictured below with one of the many working models that he 
built in wood. 
 
Sidney James (Sid) Way was a native of Devon and came to Stockton in 
1923, and he and his wife ran the shop in The Square (now the Post Office) from 
around 1926. They had their own bakehouse and baked their own bread and 
cakes.  Ken Russell later worked as a bakerôs boy for Mr. Way and when the 
Ways left to live in Leamington in 1956 Ken took over the shop with Maurice 
Turner.  
Sidney Way served on Stockton Parish Council  from 1934 until 1956, including 
8 years as Chairman. He was first elected to Southam Rural District Council 
(RDC) in 1946 and then became vice-chairman in 1948 and chairman in 1950 
until 1964 but remained on the RDC until 1970.  During his early days on the 
RDC one of his main battles was to get a proper mains water supply and 
sanitation system to the Southam area and the surrounding villages. He was the 
founder Chairman of the Governors of Southam High School and a founder 
member of the South Warwickshire Water Board.  He was awarded an MBE in 
1970 for his services to local government. 
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Major William Arthur Weaver and his family moved to Stockton House in 
1945. He was born in Peterborough in 1885 and died on 25 August 1968. He was 
an accomplished engineer and became the joint owner of Morton & Weaver Ltd. 
and the Coventry Victor (Ltd).  Morton & Weaver were machine tool 
manufacturers at 139 Cox Street , Coventry. In 1904 Major Weaver designed and 
produced  a horizontally opposed engine and in 1906 one of those engines 
powered the first monoplane in the UK, the Weaver Ornithoplane that had its 
maiden flight in 1910. They also supplied engines for several motorcycle makes 
and a three-wheeled runabout (the Super Six). In 1917 they manufactured 
universal cutter grinders. In 1924 Morton & Weaver was dissolved.  Weaver and 
Morton continued to run Coventry Victor (Ltd) who made motorcycles from 
1919 - 1935.  Major Weaver is buried with his wife Florence in Stockton 
churchyard. There is also a window in the North Wall of the church with the 
following inscription ñ To the Glory of God and in Remembrance of those of this 
parish who laid down their lives in the World Wars 1914 - 1918 and 1939 - 
1945. This window was given by W A WEAVER of Stockton Houseò. Major 
Weaver was awarded an MBE in 1960 for services to the Sea Cadet Corps in 
Coventry and District. Weaverôs Way on the new Taylor Wimpey site was 
named in his honour. 
 
Shown below are Charlie Gardner  
working on one of his creations  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            and the Ornithoplane     
designed by Major Weaver 
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Items taken from Parish News July and August 1970 - 79 
 
1970 
July  
Round and About by óVillagerô 
108 Different Woods 
Mr. Chas Gardner exhibited 108 egg cups at the Royal Show, each made of a 
different wood and shape. Mr. Neville Neal and Lawrence also had a display of 
their furniture craft in the Forestry Section at the Royal Show. 
Example of Handwriting 
Mrs. G. Sharples found an old exercise book of her fatherôs, the late George 
Wilks, when he was a boy, and sent it to the County Museum in Warwick. It has 
been on display in an exhibition entitled óUnwillingly to Schoolô to 
commemorate the Act of 1870 which brought in compulsory education. 
Stockton Carnival 
A profit of Ã203.19s.5d. was made. Old bridesmaidsô dresses are required to 
dress up people for next yearôs carnival. 
Car Rally 
A very enjoyable evening was had by young and old, ending up in the Vicarage 
Garden at Edge Hill, where Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Adkins were waiting to serve us 
with coffee. The winners were Mr. & Mrs. Grant Matthews of Pear Tree Cottage, 
with Mrs. G. Sharples and her team a close second. The event was very well 
organized by John and Rosemary Skinner. 
Churchyard 
At the beginning of May 43 headstones were moved on the North side of the 
church, under Faculty Permission. Gerry Duckett very skilfully used the 
hydraulic hoist on his tractor to do the lifting, assisted by two men from the 
congregation. We are determined to finish the job of slab-laying this year. All the 
dirt has now been dug away from the walls in readiness. Assistance in cement-
mixing and slab-laying would be appreciated during July and August if only for 
an hour. Our grateful thanks to Gordon Sharples for bringing his digger and 
dumper truck down, and working two whole evenings to clear the large amount 
of earth from around the tower. 
 
August 
Parish Rates 
A few months ago, and old Parish Rate Book was sent to the Rector in the post. 
It belonged to Stockton and somehow had become mixed with Mr. Gillettôs (a 
former Rector) belongings. When Mr. Gillettôs successor in the Chaplaincy in 
the Scilly Isles took over, he discovered the book and returned it. 
It makes interesting reading because of the names of the families in the Parish 
between 1823 and 1827. The purpose of the levy decided at a Vestry meeting 
was for óThe necessary relief of the Poor of the Parishô and was 6d. in the pound, 
and even 1/- in the pound on two occasions. At present the rates in Stockton 
stand at 14/2d. in the pound - 13/11d General Rate and 3d for Parish Purposes. In 
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those days you disposed of your own rubbish, carried your own lantern in the 
street, pushed your own cart out of the mire of what went for roads, and provided 
your own water. The levy was made 6 or 7 times a year, so it was a fairly hefty 
contribution, as nothing was given in return. As the total rate only produced at 
the most Ã37, those who were in need must have had a thin time of it, although 
they probably fared better than their opposite numbers in the towns. 
Interesting also is the fact that the Churchwardens had civil duties in these times, 
and sometimes combined with their office the duty of Overseer of the Poor. The 
Church was the only national organisation to be found in every parish before 
Local  Authorities existed. 
The name of Theo Biddulph appears as a trustee in the book, and the Biddulph 
family of Birdingbury or Birbury as it was probably called then, were also Lords 
of the Manor of Stockton about this time. Other names of interest between 1824 
and 1827 are the Reverend Samuel Perkins, who was Rector. Joseph Beck had a 
shop in 1826 with a rateable value of 1/- if the book is to be believed. John 
Cooper Jnr., was in residence at the School House, then situated in The Square: 
he was the first schoolmaster in Stockton and died at the early age of 28years. 
Esther Sharman had to pay a rate of 1/- for a óParlerô in 1826; it sounds as if she 
went óone better than the Jonesesô and built an extension to her house, but 
perhaps it was just a bay window she had. William Witherington had a Brick 
Yard in 1827; I wonder where? In the same year John Webb had a Blacksmith 
Shop. In1827 William Finch owned a Bakehouse. Both William Horley and John 
Cooper Snr., are charged for Pantry; perhaps that, too, was an extension to their 
homes. 
Round and About by óVillagerô 
Gymkhana 
5th September at 2.00pm in the old Football Field, Napton Road. Last yearôs 
event proved very enjoyable for the spectators as well as the riders. Any profit 
will go to the Playing Field and Pavilion. 
School Decorations 
Exterior and part-internal decorations have been carried out on the School during 
the holidays at an estimated cost of Ã1,120. Before the new term starts a new 
boiler has been promised at an estimated cost of Ã372. 16s. John Lowes has had 
a busy school holiday clearing up.  
A.G.M. of The Playing Field 
Held in the Village Hall on the 14th August. Present; 4 Ladies. 
 
 
 
1971 
July 
The Farewell Presentation to Mr.& Mrs. R.T. Lowes and John 
A crowded school hall was the scene for the farewell presentation to the Lowesô 
family on 12th July 1971. It was a pleasure to have the incoming Head, Mr. D. 
Lewin with us. 
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Brief words were spoken by Mr. Ivan Bennett and Mrs. Shirley Cox, both ex-
pupils, on behalf of the School Managers; Mr. S.J. Way sent a written message; 
and Mr. Keith Collins spoke on behalf of Staff past and present. Two songs were 
sung by the Infantsô Dept. under the direction of Mrs. Baker, and later two more 
songs were sung by the Junior Dept. Mrs. Lois Powell, School Secretary, 
presented Mr. Lowes with an album of over 200 signatures of present and past 
pupils. Lisa Battam presented Mrs. Lowes with a lovely bouquet, Garry Noon 
presented John Lowes with a gardening token, and Sylvia Mackie presented Mr. 
Lowes with a book token. A cheque for Ã60 was presented to the family by 
Alderman Mrs. M.I. Bankes-Price. There followed the exciting presentation of 
an oils painting of St. Michaelôs Church, by the Women'sô Institute, painted by 
Mr. Noel Newsome of Marton; and then the gift of a nice wooden bowl from the 
lady helpers at the Christmas Party, made by Mr. Chas. Gardener and presented 
by Mrs. F. Bennett; and finally a marcasite brooch from the Church Council to 
Mrs. Lowes in recognition of the help given with the children of the Church 
Choir, and in playing for services, this last was presented by Mary Clarke from 
the Choir. Coffee and biscuits were served by lady helpers to conclude this 
evening.  
The total of the collection made by the School Managers amounted to Ã66.05d. 
Ã6 was given to the Lowes in gifts, and a cheque for Ã60. 142 gift envelopes 
were handed in and 53 direct donations; as some of these gifts represented whole 
families, something like over 250 people contributed. 
Round and About by óVillagerô 
Play Leadership Scheme 
Monday 2nd August to Friday 27th August. Each day from Monday to Friday 
10.00am - 12noon at the Playing Field or in St. Michaelôs Hall.  
Church News 
Holiday Scheme 
In conjunction with the W.R.V.S. the Church has arranged for eleven families in 
Stockton to give a weekôs holiday to a child from a City who would not 
otherwise get away. 
 
 
 
 
 
1972 
July 
Round and About by óVillagerô 
New Houses 
Outline planning permission has been granted for (8?) houses on the brewery 
land facing Post Office Lane. 
W.I. Ladies played Pailton and Monks Kirby W.I. at cricket on 19th July. 
Ladies Netball Match - Stockton Ladies drew with Southam ladies this month 
on the School Pitch - a very diplomatic referee! 
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August 
Round and About with óVillagerô 
The Football Pavilion is nearly erected. 
The new houses in Earles Close are going fast. 
Mr. & Mrs. Bicknell of Manor Road have spent some few hours lately clearing 
up the cemetery. This I am sure will be appreciated by all of us and we are 
extremely grateful to them. 
The Playing Field A.G.M. held on Friday was very poorly attended.  
Thanks to Mr. Frank Williamson, five car loads were able to take part in a very 
enjoyable rally which finished in the Your Centre at St. Maryôs, Leamington. 
Mrs. Clarke was the Hostess.    
 
1973 
To prove that village life is not dull by Mrs. C. Gardener 
Mrs. Marlene Sedgely said to me ñChas will you write a piece for the Parish 
Newsò because folk often say to her ñIsnôt it dull living where you live?ò she 
replies ñNot a bit when you live opposite Chas - thereôs so many things happen 
such as the afternoon when a Piebald pony pulling a gypsy waggon complete 
with a half type lurcher dog arrived. We had been told via telephone that a 
waggon was parked at the Fosse Cross Roads, and lost no time in going to have a 
chat. Sure enough they were just enjoying a quiet drink and immediately invited 
us to join them. We talked waggons for the next hour or so - incidentally 
travelling folk always refer to their homes as waggons not caravans. They were 
quite interested to hear of our four waggons and decided that the next day (if 
they could ómake itô up Ufton Hill) with one horse, they would call and see us. 
Sure enough the following afternoon they arrived and over a cup of tea we 
discovered that these travellers were none other than Don Partridge, folksinger 
(he had songs in top of the pop charts a couple of years ago) and his wife Anki, 
she  is Swedish, a very nice person, writing a book about her travels. They had 
one little girl and were then on their way to the New Forest where they would 
await the arrival of their second child, this was one of the causes of their interest 
in our waggons, because with two children, they would be needing a larger 
wagon and this would mean two horses to help up the hills. After leaving us they 
spent the night on the land at the bottom of the hill and next morning left for the 
New Forest expecting to ômake itô in about ten days. They had spent three 
months in Sweden, collected the horse and wagon from a farm near Leicester 
where it had been parked for the winter. 
The next day we had visitors sent to us via the Ministry of Information, from the 
New Hebrides - we were most surprised to learn from them that the New 
Hebrides was 600miles east of Australia and not north of Scotland. They also 
called on Mr. Neal to watch him making chairs. 
Life here at the Bungalow as you will see is far from dull. At the moment time is 
going against us - while trying to paint one of our waggons inside and out to go 
to the Royal Show, it is to be on exhibition in the forestry section. There 
certainly should be more than 24hours in a day. 
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Stockton Cub Pack 
On Friday, 8th June 1973 twelve cubs from the newly formed Stockton pack 
were officially invested at a ceremony held in the Methodist Hall before a large 
audience of parents and brothers and sisters of the cubs. The Location 
Commissioner for this area of Warwickshire was present at the ceremony. 
We hope to form a scout troup in the near future.  
Stockton Playing Field News 
This yearôs Fete again just managed to escape the bad weather, the first rain 
falling as the final of the football competition ended. Although the number of 
people attending dropped from the previous year the final profit of Ã218.08 was 
not far short of last yearôs record figure, in addition to which we made Ã98.45 on 
the prize draw. Our thanks are again extended to all those people who assist in 
running stalls, providing cakes, prizes etc. without whom the fete would not be 
possible. 
 
1977 
July 
The Church Building 
The fabric of the Church, is, in the mind of the church historian, unexceptional. 
Personally, I think that as a whole, it is attractive and comfortable in its size. The 
tower is of red sandstone built in the ôperpendicularô style (possible 1400-1450) . 
The chancel arch is as old, if not older, and presumably the chancel is essentially 
the same age, but restored internally and externally in the 19th century. From the 
15th century to 1864, there existed a Nave and South Aisle only. In 1864 the 
Nave was completely re-built and a North Aisle (and Vestry) added. On both 
these occasions the architect and builder were probably William Watson of 
Napton. In the wall of the South Aisle where the ancient altar stood is a piscine, 
again from 1400-1450, thankfully retained in the rebuilding. Hopefully, in the 
future that ôcornerô may be made more attractive, and perhaps highlighted by 
some feature.  
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Carnivals of old 


