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W. Goodwin & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 
38 Coventry Street, 

Southam. 
 
 

Telephone: 01926 812445 
 
 
 

Private Chapels of Rest 
Monument Service Provided 

 

 
Free Estimates  

Time convenient to you 
 

Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Samples Available  

 
Professional & Friendly Service 

 
Local Reliable Tradesman 

Qualified & Insured 
 

Free Delivery - 7 Day Service 
 

Flat Pack Assembly Service 
 

Phone JAMIE STRINGER  
on 

Mob: 07900431644  
Home: 01926245700  

 
   Tomlow Road, Napton, Warks 
Specialist nursery growing and 

selling  Bamboos, Grasses, Hardy 
Perennials, Shrubs, Alpines 
Open March to November: 
Hours: Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday 
Mondays throughout the year 

10.00am to 4.00pm 
 Other times by appointment. 

Tel: 01926 812737 
www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

  Follow our brown tourist sign at 
 Napton crossroads on the A425 

Southam to Daventry Road 

A5 page sizes  ~ 
 ¼     6.1   x 9.3cm   
 ½            12.8 x 9.3 cm 
 Full            12.8 x 19cm 
Landscape    12.8 x 4.7cm 
     
                    Greyscale    Colour 
¼ page ad        £6.50       £13.00p 
½ page ad       £13.00      £26.00p 
 Full page       £26.00      £52.00p 
 

50% discount for 6 or 
more consecutive issues 
email:  
stockton.ads@gmail.com 

Stockton’s News Ad Rates     
per Issue 

http://www.bridge-nursery.co.uk/
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C PULLIN & SON 
Monumental Masons 

 

 
Five generations of quality  

manufacturing 
and service from a family  

business. 
All aspects of monumental  

Masonry 
Showroom at 19A High Street, 
Leamington Spa, CV31 3AW 

 
01926 426435 

www.pullinsmemorials.co.uk 
contact@pullinsmemorials.co.uk   

Magazine Policy 
Deadline for articles 15th of the month and can only be accepted if in the form 
of a typed/written copy to Stockton’s News Editorial Team  or email 
stocktons.news@gmail.com. The Editorial Team 1.) Reserve the right to 
withhold or shorten items as views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Team. 2.) Contributors can request that their names be withheld but the 
team cannot accept anonymous items for publication. 3.) Reserve the right to 
edit each edition of the magazine to be put on the Web. 4.) No Liability will be 
accepted for loss or damage caused by error or omission from advertisements or 
content. 5.) Income is aimed at covering all costs generated by the production/
circulation of Stockton’s News. 6.) Any surplus funds will be distributed within 
the Parish of Stockton. Village groups are invited to apply for funds to the 
betterment of our community. 
Copy of Magazine Guide Lines reinstated from the 1980’s Parish Mag 
8.) We will try to print anything that wont land us up in court 9.) We do not 
endorse ALL the views expressed. 10.) We don’t  judge between those in 
dispute. 11.) We want to provide news, views, opinions and reports. We do not 
want to be unfair, biased, censorious or condemnatory. 
Airing a view is an opinion but a continual airing of that view and/or it’s 
opposite becomes an argument. 

mailto:contact@pullinsmemorials.co.uk
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Editors Ramblings:-  
The clocks have gone back and winter woollies are to be given an 
airing again, winter is pending! Not wishing to rush everyone into 
2024 but lets ‘Always look on the bright side of life’ as Monty 
Python sang and look forward to seeing snowdrops, crocuses and 
daffodils as without winter, spring wouldn’t be so beautiful would 
it. 
Winter does have its benefits though, (a good stew and dumplings 
springs to our minds), the lovely warming homemade soups and 
puddings served at the Church Lunches go down a treat. This is 
open to all, is most welcoming and always someone to chat to. 
Octobers offering was Sweet Potato & Parsnip, Chicken or 
Watercress soup with a variety of puddings including Fruit 
Crumbles, Ginger & Banana Sponge and Bread and Butter 
Pudding all served with custard or cream, topped off with tea or 
coffee  and no washing up! Who could ask for more ?  (We did!) 
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Regular Weekly Village Events 
Monday :~  
Senior Day Centre: Village Hall ~ 9.00am - 3.00pm 
Knit & Natter:  Church ~ 2 - 4pm   
Tuesday  :~ 
Create & Play: Church 9.30 - 11.00 am   
Clubbercise: Village Hall ~ 7.00 - 8.00pm  
Wednesday  :~ 
Chess Club: Nelson Club ~ 5.30 - 7.30pm 
Lazy Cat Yoga: Village Hall ~ 7.30 - 9.00pm 
Thursday :~  
Friday  :~ 
Toddlersaurs: Village Hall ~ 9.30 - 11.30am  
W.I. Craft Morning: Football Club ~ 10 - 12noon 
Saturday :~ 

Bingo: Eyes down 8.00pm  ~ Nelson Club (Top Room) 
 
Regular Fortnightly/Monthly Village Events 
Monday 
Women’s Institute:1st Monday of Month ~ Nelson Club ~ see pg24 
Parish Council Meetings:3rd Monday of Month ~ Village Hall ~ 7.15pm ~ 13th 
Tuesday 

Brewed Awakening:  Nelson Club ~ 9.30am - 12Noon ~ 7th & 21st 
Folk Night: Last Tuesday of the month ~ Nelson Club ~ 8.00pm ~ 28th 
Wednesday  
Church Lunch: 3rd Wednesday ~ 12noon ~  15th 
Friends Lunch: 2nd Wednesday ~ The Crown ~ 12.30pm ~ 8th 
Thursday 
Afternoon Bingo ~ Alt. Thursdays ~ Nelson Club ~ 2.00pm ~ 9th & 23rd 
Friday 
Charity Fun Quiz Night: Every 3rd Friday ~ Nelson Club ~ 8.00pm ~ 17th 
Saturday 
Coffee Morning & Library: Every 1st Saturday ~  Village Hall ~ 4th 
Pètanque Melee: Football & Cricket Club Grounds ~ 4th 
Whist Drive: Every 2nd Saturday ~ Village Hall ~ 7.30pm start  ~  
Stockton Cinema: Every last Saturday ~ Village Hall ~ 7.00pm ~ 25th  
 

 
Village Calendar 
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WHO’S  WHO 
 

Parish Council  Chairman  Howard Collerson  813181 
    Clerk   Robbie Robinson  814094
    Councillors   
       John Emberton  814267 
       Helen Kittendorf  815376
       Chris Millidge  812991 
       Terry Warner  813424 
       Wendy Rumsey  813730 
     
District/County Councillor   Andy Crump  815745 
Member of Parliament    Jeremy Wright 01926 853650 
 
St. Michaels   Priest in Charge  
    Administrator        Susan Holloway  812383 
    Church Warden Wendy Turner  812694 
    Church Flowers Wendy Turner  812694 
      
Village Hall Bookings    Helen Kittendorf  815376
    
Stockton School  Head Teacher Mrs. Ann Bedgood  812483 
Little Acorns          813789 
Toddlersaurs     Jo Harvey                         811120 
     
Group Scout Leader    Jo Brough  07568 653158 
Scouts                                                             Andrew Griffiths  07877 881012 
Cubs       Emily Howard  07410 137037 
Beavers      Jo Brough  07568 653158 
 
Women’s Institute  President  Sue Gill     460278 
    Secretary  Joan Ford   810220 
 
Football       Rick Musson  813018 
Football Club House    Luke Cole             07710 864192 

 
Magazine Editorial Team    Wendy Rumsey  813730 
       Marion Stringer  812887 
Advertising Editor     Steve  Kittendorf  815376 
Magazine Treasurer    Steve Kittendorf               815376 
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THE 
BRIDGES 
GROUP 

5th November 
All Saints 

White 

12th Nov 
REMEMBR

ANCE 
Red 

 19th 
November 

2nd Before 
Advent 

Red 

26th 
November 
Christ the 

King 
Red 

PRIORS 
HARDWICK 

Morning 
Worship 
9.00am 

War 
Memorial 
9.00am 

Evensong 
5.00pm 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

9.00am 

  

PRIORS 
MARSTON 

Morning 
Worship 
10.30am 

  

Three 
Villages 

War 
Memorial 
Service 
10.45am 

Morning 
Worship 
10.30am 

“4th Sunday” 
3.00pm 

  
  

WORM-
LEIGHTON 

  War 
Memorial 
Service 
10.45am 

  Morning 
Worship 
10.30am 

NAPTON CW Holy 
Communion 

10.30am 

Remembranc
e 

Service 
In the church 

10.45am 

CW Holy 
Communion 

10.30am 

Evensong 
5.00pm 

STOCKTON Morning 
Worship 
10.30am 

War 
Memorial 
Service 
10.45am 

MESSY 
CHURCH 

STOCKTON 
4.00pm 

Holy  
Communion 

  

LOWER 
SHUCK- 
BURGH 

  War 
Memorial 
Service 
10.45am 

  BCP 
Holy 

Communion 
9.00am 

Stockton church 

Methodist and Anglicans in  unity 

The Bridges Group of Parishes             www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk   
email:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk.  Tel:01926 812383  

BCP = Book of Common Prayer   CW = Common Worship 
Wednesday 1st November 7.00pm Forest Church in the Churchyard at Napton 

        Friday 3rd November 'Night of Our Light' 5-8pm Napton Churchyard 

mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
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Programme for Children and Youth 

Create & Play:  Tuesday mornings from 9.30 – 10.45am (term times) in Stock-
ton Church – for further details, contact:  Deborah Dutton on 01926 819016 or 
deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com 
Babies & Toddlers Group:  Monday mornings from 9.30 – 11am (term times) 
in Napton Village Hall – for further details, contact:  Helen Eadon on 07811 
010440 
Messy Church – on 3rd Sundays of the month at 4pm – venues TBC 
 

Mid-week programme for Adults - Home Bible Study Groups 
The following groups meet for Bible study, prayer and fellowship. If you would 
like to join, please contact the Vicar or a Group leader:  
 
Every Wednesday at 8pm in Stockton Wendy 01926 812694  
 Rachel 07915 056184 
1st & 3rd Thursdays at 2.30pm in Stockton Jan  01926 817991 

Every Thursday at 8pm in Napton Julia 01926 811476 
Weekly (day varies) at 7.30pm in Napton Angie 01926 812225 
 

Social get-togethers 
Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2pm in Stockton Church   Jan 01926 817991 
Knit & Natter: Mondays at 2pm in Napton           Jayne 01926 813227 
Coffee & Chat: 1st Thursdays at 10am in Priors Hall   Anna 07870 685124 
 

Parish enquiries 
For initial enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals and graveyard matters 
etc, please contact Susan, our Group Administrator, on 01926 812383 or email: 
admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk. Please note that Susan works part-time but she 
will get back to you as quickly as she can. 
 
See elsewhere in the magazine for details of other church activities & events or 
visit our website: www.thebridgesgroup.org.uk 

The Bridges group NOTICE BOARD  
LOWER SHUCKBURGH, NAPTON , STOCKTON  

Priors  Marston, Priors Hardwick & Wormleighton  

mailto:admin@thebridgesgroup.org.uk
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LOCAL EVENTS 
Events in Stockton and Neighbouring Villages  

Southam Gardening Club 
thesouthamgardeningclub.blogspot.co.uk  

Tel: 01926 813986 or 815086.  

Richard Churchley 
 will give an illustrated talk on  

‘Wayside Wonders and Countryside Curiosities’  
at 7.30pm on Monday 20th November  

at the Catholic Church Hall, next to Wood St car park. 
 

All are welcome.  
Non-members £4.50. Refreshments included. 

Further information: thesouthamgardeningclub.blogspot.co.uk  
or tel 01926 813986 or 815086.  

Rotary Tree of Light, Christmas 2023 
 

The Rotary Club of Southam 2000 is hosting a Memory Tree of 

Light. You might like to remember someone who has passed, or 
perhaps someone who is living far away, whilst also giving to 
good causes. 
For a minimum donation of £5, your message will be written on 
a special card which will be laminated and placed on a board at 

the Tree of Light (located in Coventry St, beside Southam Carpets). Your mes-
sage and the name of your loved one(s) will also be recorded in a Memory 

Book which will be on display at Southam Library from 27th November. The 
proceeds from all donations will be divided equally between Galanos House 
and Breast Cancer Now.  

The board will be put in place on Sunday 26thNovember and the tree will be lit 
at 5pm, immediately after the Town’s Christmas Lights are switched on.   
To take part, please pick up a leaflet from Southam Library or Southam Carpets, 
or visit the Rotary Southam 2000 website. Forms and donations may be placed 
in an envelope and given to a member of staff at the Library or Carpet Shop, or 
submitted online during the month of November and up to 20th December.  
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Long Itchington History Group 
Meeting at Community Centre 7.30pm 

Www.longitchingtonhistory.org.uk 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 8th NOVEMBER  
STARTING AT 7.30. 

 
Warwickshire Home Guard  

David Morse 
 

Admission £3 
 

For further details  and to request transport please contact  
David Williams 01926 812573 

Programmes available on request  

   Lions Furniture Sales 
2nd Saturday of the month  9.00am - 11.30am 

Behind Southam Co-op 

Southam Indoor Market 
 Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam  

10am to 12.30pm.  
Free Admission     Free Parking 

Wide variety of local producers & suppliers  
 meat, cheese, eggs, fish, honey,  

wholefoods, cakes, savoury bakes,  
homewares, gifts, cards, arts and crafts.   

Refreshments available from the Market Cafe  
Forthcoming market dates are:   

18th November and 16th December 
Stallholder enquiries by email only please to: southamfirst@outlook.com   

Find us on Facebook: Southam Indoor Market  

mailto:southamfirst@outlook.com
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 Community Hub and Café  
Next to Galanos House, Banbury Road, SouthamCV47 2BL 

Café open daily 9am - 5pm.   

For a full list of events visit our facebook page:  @RBLCommunityHub 
or contact us on 01926 812185 Ext 5365 

NOVEMBER’S 
REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS:- 
Warm Hub: Monday - 2.30pm - 4pm - Various groups joining weekly- Fire & 
Rescue, Citizens Advice, Think Active, Cadent (Slow Cookers) Community 
Advice Service, Local History Groups etc. etc. 
Chatty Cafè Table:  Tuesday: - 10.00am - 11.30am Wonderful volunteers 
wearing yellow hosting our ‘Chatty’ table with the comfy chairs by the window. 
REGULAR MONTHLY EVENTS:- 
Armed Forces Veteran’s Breakfast Club:   Last Wednesday and Saturday of 
every month Come along, purchase your own Hub Breakfast, and join in with 
the banter  Next dates: 22nd and 29th November 10am - 12noon                
Galanos House Dementia Café: (Free)        Last Friday of every month 
Dementia support group with music and refreshments Open to everyone, come 
along on the day. Next date 24th - 2:30pm - 4pm  
Sporting Memories: (Free)                           2nd Wednesday of each month  
Reminisce about all thing’s ‘sport’ and some gentle exercise with guest speakers 
Open to everyone, come along on the day.  
Next date: 8th - 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Nosh and Natter:                                            First Wednesday of every month. 
Everyone is welcome to come along, booking is essential. 
Cost £10.00 - 2 Course homemade hot lunch and dessert. 
Next date:  1st  - 12 noon - 13:30pm 
Please telephone to place book your place.*Free transport available from 
Southam library to the Community Hub – Please book 
Collection outside Southam Library: 11:45 Return to Southam Library: 14:00 
SEASONAL EVENTS: 
Christmas Bingo: 27th November 7pm. Open to all, booking not required. 
Christmas Craft Fayre: 2nd December 10am - 4pm Everyone Welcome 
Stall Holders - £15 for the full day, table provided, spaces limited. Call 01926 
812185 Ext 5365 to book. 
Breakfast/Lunch with Santa : 16th December - Tickets Galanos House 
reception. 
Meet and Make with Santa and his Elves: 18th December - Tickets Galanos 
House reception. 
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DIARY DATES 
Include your village event for free 

November 
  4th Stockton Archives at Coffee Morning ~Village Hall ~ 10am - 12 noon 
  6th  W.I.  A.G.M. and afternoon tea ~ Nelson Club ~ 2 pm downstairs  
  6th Stockton History Group ~ Village Hall ~ 7.30pm 
11th Table Top Sale ~ Village Hall ~ 10am - 12 Noon  

Mobile Library 
      

 Stockton Church  2.10 - 2.30pm - 3rd  
 For further information, ring Mobile Library enquiries on 01926 851031 

or Mobile Library on-line at  www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mobilelibraries.  

Refuse & Recycling 
Food Waste - Weekly - Every Friday  Grey Lid Bin - 3 weekly -  17th 
Blue Lid Bin & Green Bin - 2 weekly -  3rd & 17th 

Missed Bins Tel: 01789 260616  
Stockton Recycling Centre: To book a slot over the phone please ring 

01926 410410 - Customer Services at W.C.C . 

Create and Play in the Church ~ CV47 8JG 
Tuesday - Term Time Only - 9.30 til 11.00am 

Contact: email: deborahduttoncreative@gmail.com Tel: 01926 819016 
All sessions suitable for all under-fives, including babies who can find things to 

discover, hold and investigate, all parents and carers welcome. 
 

    7th - Bring a plastic bottle to make a bug 
    14th - Paper bag fun     
    21st - Paint, lets get messy 
    28th - Do it yourself 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Happy Birthday wishes this month go to 
Connor Chatland and Nicky Gaskins   

 
To include birthdays/anniversary please contact magazine.  
Tel:  01926 813730/812887  or email before 15th of month  

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mobilelibraries
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VILLAGE MATTERS 
To have your news included please 

Contact by email - stocktons.news@gmail.com 
or by hard copy to Editorial Team 

Stockton’s News Team would like to once again thank Barry and Monica 
Tuckey support as they have sponsored us for many years.  
Also many thanks to those readers who have sent in donations since September 
(the start of our year). Thank you. 

In last months issue we put in a plea from Faith Badger for any information on 
her Warner relations, and received the following reply:- 

The Warner Family 
In the October issue Faith Badger asked about members of her family, working 
backwards, David Warner was one of three children of her uncle Mick Warner. 
Unfortunately, David died earlier this year but his sisters Marilyn and Rememy 
are alive. Marilyn lives in Australia but Rememy must live locally since she was 
seen in Napton Post Office a few months ago. 
Neither sister’s married name is known. Mick married a Napton girl soon after 
the war and moved to a house built by Southam Rural Disctrict Council in 
Howcombe Lane, Napton.  
For many years my mate Stuart Montgomery and I played double pack dominoes 
with Mick and his brother Ted in the Nelson Club. 
One night we asked how David was faring after open heart surgery. Quick as a 
flash Mick responded “He’s fine. He squeals a bit”. David was one of the first to 
receive a pigs heart valve to replace a defective mitral valve. 
Mick had a wonderful sense of humour. 
Albert Cox  

Remembering Loved Ones 
Stockton Church will be open for a quiet time to remember loved ones on 
Saturday 4th November from 2 – 4 pm. There will an opportunity to light a 
candle in Remembrance of a family member or friend; and their name can be 
added to a list to be read out at the Holy Communion service on 26th November. 
Refreshments will also be available. 

Remember Me Book 
A book in a covered stand where tributes to those who have passed can be 
preserved is available in Church. If you would like to place a memorial to a 
loved one please get in touch with Wendy Rumsey on 01926 813730 or Wendy 
Turner on 01926 812694. This is open to all and free.  
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STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL 
             Meetings held every 3rd Monday in Village Hall 7.15pm.  

Full copies of  approved minutes available from Clerk to Parish Council 
Mr. W.J. Robinson   Tel: 01926 814094  or  

 website .www.stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk 

NOTES OF OCTOBER 2023 MEETING 
These are informal notes only, for a formal record please refer to the approved 
minutes on our website. 
Village facilities: a villager has kindly offered to donate a handle for the old 
water pump that stands in The Square. This will be fitted by our handyman. 
Road safety: the parish council agreed to write to the County Council about 
installing some traffic calming on the road from Napton, either a “gateway” 
installation on the verges on each side of the road or a “chicane” system (similar 
to Leamington Road in Long Itchington) that would be suitable for large farm 
vehicles to pass. Voluntary Driver Scheme: some villagers have asked about 
access to the Southam Voluntary Driver Scheme for visits to hospital, surgeries 
etc - the parish council will follow this up with Southam Town Council. Electric 
vehicle charging point: the parish council agreed that as there no pressure from 
villagers at present for an EV charging point to be installed for common use, this 
matter would not be pursued. 
Planning Matters: Tree work at Stockton House (23/02743) - no 
representation by the parish council.  Land to the west of Jubilee Fields 
(21/02330) Outline planning permission for demolition of scout hut and 
construction of up to 13 self or custom build dwellings - the matter was deferred 
to a future meeting to allow for the Section 106 agreement and Landscaping Plan 
to be agreed. Field rear of Napton Nurseries, Tomlow Road (22/01653) 
proposed warehouse/industrial unit - this was approved by Planning Committee, 
(it lies in Napton ward). Cornwood Farm, Napton Road (21/03026)  - 
redevelopment of existing commercial site to provide new commercial units - 
this application had been refused by Stratford Planning Committee but was 
subsequently allowed by the Government Planning Inspector on appeal (it lies in 
Napton ward). 
Parish Cemetery: two villagers have offered to cut back the grass that has 
grown out of control in the old cemetery so that proper mowing can be started 
next spring. Villagers should also be reminded that dogs are not allowed in the 
cemetery. A quote has been accepted for the construction of a ramp into the 
entrance to the new cemetery, in preparation for its use. 
Next Meeting: Monday 13th November 2023 @7.15 pm in the village hall. 
 
Howard Collerson (Chairman) 
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News From Andy Crump  
        WCC Councillor for Southam, Stockton & Napton 

SDC Councillor for Southam  Central and East and Stockton  
  

Mobile: 07771335273 - cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk 
                                     andrew.crump@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

As well as contributing to Stockton News, I am often in the village and I also 
provide weekly updates on the 3 main local Stockton Facebook pages. 
 
Recently, I became aware that some local Facebook pages allow fake profiles, 
which is disappointing to hear, on the pages I help to administer, we are 
proactive when it comes to fake posts and posters and act accordingly. However, 
some things occasionally slip through the net but when we are notified or 
become aware, the posts get removed and the poster suspended. I am sometimes 
criticised (usually unfairly) by someone with a fake profile - one was traced back 
to the Caribbean recently! In an ideal world people should have the courage of 
their convictions and be easily identifiable, especially if they are criticising 
someone else. I'm old school and subscribe to the thought that if you give it out, 
you should be prepared to take it. 
The last month or so there have been quite a few keyboard warriors who have 
not wanted to let the facts get in the way of an argument. One in particular hadn’t 
lived in the country for a good while and felt it acceptable to make personal 
comments to me about another hardworking and long serving local councillor – I 
did take pleasure in telling them that they were talking rubbish, which was 
agreed with by many. I was going to offer to meet them but it was a long flight 
home for them. 
I try to be proactive as possible but can’t be  everywhere at all times, so I rely on 
community intelligence to alert me to issues. Over the past few months, I’ve 
been dealing with Broadband Contractors in many parts of my ward and there 
have been one or 2 issues, particularly regarding access and quality of work, 
which lead to one having its permit temporarily suspended by WCC. Residents 
should have prior notification of any works as part of the permit application 
approval – please let me know if it doesn’t happen, highlighting details of the 
contractor, vehicles etc. 
I work hard for our community but am old enough (and pragmatic enough) to 
realise that, as a councillor, I won’t be able to please all the people all the time.  I 
try to communicate as much as possible, as well as regularly attending Parish & 
Town Council meetings. I do know that locally and nationally, councils are 
struggling to get councillors – I think that there are currently vacancies on the 
Parish Council. 
The Cemetery has been a hot topic over the past month and I’ve several emails, 
messages and even a letter about it (it does fall under the parish council – not the 
district or county).  At October’s PC meeting (16th), the clerk explained that 

mailto:cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk
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contractor problems had now been resolved – some residents had also 
volunteered to work their too (Mr J Rumsey and Mr M Sharples). 
Streetlights – one or two in the village , again, have been reported to me but 
again these mainly belong to the parish council.  Clerk - Stockton PC  
clerk@stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk 
It is getting dark quite early now – even more so now as the clocks have gone 
back, so please ensure you and your children are wearing reflective clothing and 
if on a bike, make sure it has lights on – BE SEEN BE SAFE 
School attendance issues  If your child is struggling to attend school because of 
a particular issue happening at school, the first thing is to talk to your child’s 
school about it. You can also visit: https://youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-
mental-health-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/  
Fire Safety in the home  Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service is taking 
proactive steps to raise awareness about fire safety in the home. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4538/fire-service-
urge-residents-to-stay-safe-and-well-  
Business Fire Safety  Businesses across Warwickshire are being advised to that 
they are familiar with the changes in fire safety legislation that took effect on the 
1st of October 2023. Find out what this means for your business: https://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4540/warwickshire-businesses-urged-to-
make-fire-safety-a-priority-ahead-of-changes-to-legislation  
On-Call Firefighters    Calling local organisations!  
Do you have an office or base within five minutes of a WFRS on-call fire 
station? Help protect your community and show #CorporateSocialResponsibility 
by supporting colleagues to become on-call firefighters! 
Find out more: https://bit.ly/on-call-employers  
Student fire safety  With the new University year fast approaching, 
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service is urging students to keep themselves and 
their housemates fire safe. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4558/university-
students-urged-to-stay-fire-safe- 
Meet Charles: on-call firefighter  Charles joined Warwickshire Fire and 
Rescue Service as an on-call firefighter in November 2022 and is based out of 
Bedworth fire station.  
Read his story here: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4562/serving
-the-community-as-a-family-meet-charles-on-call-firefighter-at-warwickshire-
fire-and-rescue-service  
Tenants’ fire safety rights  Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service are urging 
tenants to know their rights when it comes to fire safety in the property they are 
renting. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4573/tenants-
urged-to-know-their-rights-when-it-comes-to-fire-safety-  
Emergency preparedness in Warwickshire  A multi-agency training exercise 
focused on responding to and recovering from a major flood incident has been 
undertaken by emergency services and organisations across Warwickshire. 

mailto:clerk@stockton-warks-pc.gov.uk
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Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4584/major-exercise-
increases-emergency-preparedness-in-warwickshire 
Single-use plastic advice for business  Warwickshire County Council’s Trading 
Standards Service is reminding local businesses that a national ban on single-use 
plastics came into force on 1 October 2023. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4594/warwickshire-
businesses-are-reminded-of-new-single-use-plastic-ban  
Single-use plastic advice for residents  Following the UK ban on single-use 
plastics, find out how you can reduce your own plastic and food waste and save 
money too: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4596/warwickshire-
joins-the-nationwide-ban-on-single-use-plastics-  
£2 single adult bus fare extended  The government has announced that adult 
single bus fares will continue to be capped at £2 until the end of 2024, making it 
cheaper for Warwickshire residents to travel by bus. 
Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4593/bus-travel-to
-stay-cheaper-for-even-longer-in-warwickshire  
Let’s Talk Warwickshire Podcast – Latest episode  Social care and support in 
the County is the topic of the latest episode of the Let’s Talk Warwickshire 
Podcast. Listen today: https://letstalkwarwickshire.podbean.com/e/social-care-
and-support-in-warwickshire/  
SEND Conference  Partners across Warwickshire come together to help shape 
new strategy to support children and young people with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities across the county. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4603/send-
conference-sets-out-the-priorities-for-warwickshire-  
World Mental Health Day 2023  World Mental Health Day took place on 
October 10 with this year’s theme being ‘Mental Health is a Human Right’. 
Warwickshire County Council took this opportunity to share the range of mental 
health support available in the county. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4607/residents-
encouraged-to-look-after-themselves-and-others-this-world-mental-health-day  
 Stoptober 2023 – happened last month Stop smoking and good things happen.  
Get in touch today and start your quit journey following Stoptober.   

  https://fitterfutures.everyonehealth.co.uk/stop-smoking-service/     

  0333 005 0095    

  ‘QUIT’ to 60777 
Food Champions in Warwickshire Residents who are passionate about helping 
others are invited to get involved in a new volunteering opportunity to become 
Food Champions across Warwickshire. 
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4609/new-volunteer-
opportunity-to-empower-local-communities-in-making-affordable-healthy-and-
sustainable-food-choices  
Informal Carers For all of the Informal Carers who work tirelessly to look after 
friends, relatives and neighbours, please do come forward and access the support 
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available. For more information, please go to http://
caringtogetherwarwickshire.org.uk  
National Hate Crime Awareness 2023 Warwickshire Hate Crime Partnership 
has joined National Hate Crime Awareness Week #NationalHCAW to work with 
communities affected by hate crime to tackle local issues and make communities 
safer. Find out more: www.reporthatenow.com     
#WeStandTogether #NoPlaceForHate #SafePlaceForAll #NationalHCAW 
Tenants’ fire safety rights  Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service are urging 
tenants to know their rights when it comes to fire safety in the property they are 
renting. Find out more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4573/
tenants-urged-to-know-their-rights-when-it-comes-to-fire-safety-   
Bin Collection Calendar SDC no longer post out the A5 bin collection calendar 
as a matter of course.  
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/waste-recycling A pdf can also be downloaded or 
printed Paper copies can be requested still either by emailing info@stratford-
dc.gov.uk or ringing 01789 267575. Residents in my ward of Stockton and 
Southam Central and East can use my contact details ( andrew.crump@stratford-
dc.gov.uk)  or 07771335273 if they need my assistance. 
Help from Warwickshire County Council  If you are struggling with money 
and need help now, Warwickshire County Council can help with: 

  food, energy and water bills 

  money advice 

  aspects of family life 

  accessing emergency food 

  mental health support 
Find help here: https://costoflivingwarwickshire.co.uk/home/i-need-urgent-help  
Reporting highways issues – or let me know !! 
cllrcrump@warwickshire.gov.uk Warwickshire County Council is urging 
residents to report any Highways faults that they encounter while driving or 
walking in the county via its website.  
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4085/warwickshire-
county-council-encourages-residents-to-report-road-issues  
Missed Bins – please continue to report to SDC – the App is very useful for 
doing so and make a note of your reference. It helps SDC hold the Contractor 
to account. 
Missed bins -. Contacts are streetscene@stratford-dc.gov.uk or Telephone: 
01789 260616  Or download the app. 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/online-forms/missed-bin-report-form.cfm?
fbclid=IwAR3vkf03zQgXUsEHH04ODeqfid1b1msbwpVg8DG6nQn47HoAcw
mw5LL9Joc 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/online-forms/missed-bin-report-form.cfm 
 PAVEMENT PARKING/PARK IT RIGHT –  the excuse, I won’t be long 
isn’t sufficient – it only takes a few seconds for a collision to occur. THINK 
ABOUT OTHERS NOT JUST YOURSELF 

http://caringtogetherwarwickshire.org.uk
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Every week, I get reports of some terrible parking – with cars blocking 
pavements (especially dropped kerbs), making it impossible for people with 
mobility scooters or with push chairs to get by, without going into the road. 
In some cases, too, emergency services vehicles (particularly fire appliances) 
would struggle to pass. PLEASE THINK OF OTHER PEOPLE, NOT JUST 
YOURSELF  
PLEASE REPORT ANY ASB , however trivial it may seem. Small incidents 
can lead to bigger ones, so better to stop them before they escalate .Also, the 
more calls/incidents the Police have, the sooner they will realise there is a 
problem in a certain area. PLEASE ALSO ENSURE YOUR PROPERTY AND 
CAR IS LOCKED AND SECURE. Reporting out of hours highways issues can 
be challenging, the best number for that is 01926 415000. 
streetlighting@warwickshire.gov.uk  or 01926 412515 (not all are currently 
owned by WCC – some owned by town or parish council.) 
https://www.fixmystreet.com/reports/Warwickshire 
It is worth noting for future reference that anything immediately dangerous on 
the highway should be reported direct to the Police on 999, which is the same 
process for any pressing issue Out of Hours. During normal office hours - 
8:30am to 4:30pm, WCC call centre is best on 01926 412515 
Councillor groans – 
I've been sacked from my job as a skin care consultant, they handed me my E45. 
I went into a bar with my Doppelganger and said, "Mine's a single whisky and 
he's a double." 
My friend Tina played the Accordian in her first ever gig last night.Just sent her 
a message: how was the concert Tina? 
What’s the difference between Noah’s Ark 
and Joan of Arc? 
One was made of wood, the other was Maid of Orleans! 
Kind regards 
Andy  

mailto:streetlighting@warwickshire.gov.uk
https://www.fixmystreet.com/reports/Warwickshire
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STOCKTON HISTORY GROUP 
Meeting Bi-Monthly in Stockton Village Hall - 7.00pm 

An informal meeting of those interested in sharing photograph’s 
and information about the village we live in. 

 
STOCKTON’S WEATHER STATION  

SEPTEMBER 2023 
Headlines - National weather records show this has been the hottest 
September since records began. 
The average minimum temperature was 13.0 deg. C, two and a half degrees 
above the average (10.4 deg. C). The lowest temperature was 6.4 deg. C on the 
22 September. The average maximum temperature was 21.6 deg. C, three 
degrees above the average (18.7 deg. C) The highest temperature was 30.0 deg.C 
on the 9th.  Rainfall, at 52.5 mm  was 90% of the average (58mm) and the 
wettest day was the 17th with 20mm, during an impressive thunderstorm. It 
rained on 13 days. Sunshine levels were 10% above the long term average. The 
wind blew mostly from the west, south-west and south(19 days). 
Trivia of the month - the first time since local records began in 1892 that 
September has been a warmer month than July or August. 
The Weather Monitor 

The next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Monday 6th November in the village 
hall. The topic will be Post Office Lane, The Green, Church Street and the aim is 
to trace the histories of the families who lived there. We will have photos, census 
records, family histories, etc.  
Please bring along any of your own photographs or memories. 
Entrance is free with a voluntary donation towards the hire of the hall.  
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Our October meeting was opened by Sue who welcomed the members and we all 
sang Jerusalem.  
Mary read out the various events taking place in November which included a 
Serious Science talk by Zoom, a willow weaving workshop at Ashorne, Creative 
card making at Federation House, Nottingham Christmas Market and the 
National Space Centre.  
Our AGM in November is in the afternoon when we will be having afternoon tea 

WOMENS INSTITUTE 
Meeting 7.30pm at Nelson Club first Monday of  Month 

President:- Sue Gill  Tel:  01926 460278 
Secretary: Joan Ford Tel: 01926 810220 

The Club’s Summer League finished on 30th September with Catherine Black in 
the lead with 84 points just ahead of Sarah Jerger on 81points. This was 
Catherine’s first full playing season, starting as a novice, so this was an excellent 
performance. 
Catherine reinforced her great adaption to the sport by delivering the best 
Stockton club performance in our Annual Open pairs on Saturday 30th 
September, playing with Charles Caruana, so Catherine is now Summer League 
Champion and Club Pairs Champion. Well done to her! 
The Open Pairs was won by a visiting team from Kenilworth – Richard Dinnis 
and John Geddes. 
The Club’s annual Singles League has three months to run, and Sarah Jerger is in 
the lead with 15 wins, just ahead of Rich Rushton with 13 wins and Catherine 
Black with 12 wins.  
16 players turned out for the Melee on 7th October in very pleasant weather. 
After three rounds, there were two unbeaten players – Jeff Rand with a +27 
points advantage and Dave Hancox with +14. Third place went to Sarah Jerger 
with the best points advantage from 2 wins of +13. 
Our next melee will on be Saturday 4th November. Everyone is welcome – we 
will provide the boules and tuition in the rules. 
We are also looking forward to the climax of our playing year – our Annual 
Beaujolais Nouveau Party on Saturday 18th November where we enjoy a three 
round melee followed by tasting of the 2023 release of Beaujolais Nouveau and a 
French themed buffet. This is an open event so everyone is welcome to play in 
the melee or just join us for the party. 

Chairman –        Richard Rushton 
Administrator – John Emberton   01926 814267 
Club Captain –   Rich Powell        07957848075 
www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk 

http://www.stocktonpetanqueclub.org.uk
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STOCKTON VILLAGE HALL 
Bookings - Helen Kittendorf  Tel: 815376          helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk 
Hourly Rate £9 

Wow November already, Christmas is just around the corner. 
Our coffee mornings are in full swing on the first Saturday of the month, with 
lots of delicious cakes on offer to cater for everyone including those who require 
Gluten free. A big shout out to our Bakers, we really appreciate the work you put 
in to make coffee mornings a big success. It’s nice to see so many faces, old and 
new. If you’ve not been before, please come and join us, the next one being 4th 
November between 10 am and noon, what better way to start the weekend with a 
trip down memory lane thanks to the regular appearance of “the Village 
Archives” Hope to see you then. 
The Friends Lunch Club has been a big success, it is so lovely to enjoy a meal 
with so many “friends”. The Carvery offered by the Crown Inn, for our meals are 
delicious, what more could you ask for; good food, good company, and no 
washing up!! The next meet up is 8th November, there are limited spaces so 
don’t forget to book your seat with Val on 814640. Raffle tickets are available, 
and the prize is your Lunch club meal paid for. 
Stockton Cinema continues to run, its film and supper night on the last Saturday 
of the month. Our new style “Film Club” means we no longer advertise the film 

downstairs at the Nelson Club.  
Sandi read out two trips, one to the Botanical Gardens and the other a mystery 
tour. We also had an outing to Southam Bowls Club for Kurling coming up.  
Sue then introduced the speaker, Eddie Smallwood who told us that he had 
retired 22 years ago from the Police and now gives 17 different historical talks. 
Today’s talk was The Role of the Barber Surgeon during the Wars of the Roses.  
Eddie was dressed in a mock blood spattered apron and with his medical 
implements spread out on his gory clothed table we held our breaths as he began.  
It was a very interesting talk enjoyed by everyone even if we had to look away at 
times as he described the method of boring a hole through a man’s chest to pull 
an arrow through his back. He had a collection of replica arrows, billhooks and 
axes which we inspected afterwards. He also explained about the various herbs 
that were used in healing during those times and which are still around today, in 
particular crushed snail foam in a sachet obtained from Holland and Barrett 
which was used then and now for very dry skin conditions. Sue and Sally were 
volunteers for his mock medical treatments, Sally having her leg sawn off.  
Anthea won the competition of a pretty cup and saucer and we ended the evening 
with a cryptic type quiz from Sandi.  
Our next meeting will be Monday 6th November 2023 at 2 pm, downstairs at 
the Nelson Club, when we will hold our AGM and have afternoon tea.  

mailto:helenkittendorf@hotmail.co.uk


24 

Some of you will be thinking this is the time of year for slowing down and 
maybe 'putting the garden to bed'. I'm asked about when I will be closed and the 
answer is unhelpfully vague. If, and it is a big if, the weather is not too cold or 
wet then I will be carrying on gardening and producing plants ready for the new 
year. It has been almost impossible to keep up with the growth of plants and 
weeds so now is a good time to catch up. So if I'm at work at the weekends I may 
as well have the gate open, you can always phone to check first. 
I've already started to dig over a patch of the garden, removing couch grass and 
other weeds, removing the old rather scruffy plants then adding compost and re-
planting with Geranium Anne Thomas. There are other jobs too such as 
mulching the borders, mowing up leaves and adding to the compost bins and 
splitting and dividing some of the larger clumps of perennials. It's likely that the 
pruning saw, loppers and secateurs will get used a lot because many of the shrubs 
have been neglected recently. 
If you haven't already done it you will need to protect any slightly tender plants 
such as shrubby salvias before the frosts start, remember last winter when we all 
lost loads of different things? Anything growing in pots might need some hessian 
or horticultural fleece wrapped round them to protect the roots.  Hopefully it 
won't be so bad this time. 
Christine Dakin     

Garden Jottings 
from Bridge Nursery - your local Hardy Plant Specialists 

Christine Dakin, Bridge Nursery                  
Tel:01926 812737 

Tomlow Road, Napton.                  www.bridge-nursery.co.uk 

but fear not, join the film club by contacting Steve Kittendorf on 01926 815376 
or stevekittendorf@hotmail.co.uk, and you will be able to keep up to date with 
what film is being shown and enable you to book your supper if you wish.. 
Supper is served at 6.30pm and the film starts at 7pm. Other refreshments are 
available. Missed the film, don’t worry, the DVD will be offered for hire through 
the library, £1.00 hire and £5.00 refundable deposit when DVD is returned. 
Contact Helen or Val if you wish to hire the film. 
Our Tabletop sale is scheduled for Saturday 11th November, the ideal 
opportunity for a declutter before Christmas, and maybe making some money. 
Tables are £7.00 and must be booked and prepaid in advance- Please contact 
Helen Kittendorf on 01926 815376 if you want to book a table. 
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STOCKTON’S NEWS FROM THE PAST - NO. 5  
 

SANITARY CONDITIONS 
From a newspaper report of 20 September 1884  

 
The Sanitary Condition of the Village  

 
A large meeting of parishioners, including 50 or 60 working men, was held in 
the Board Schoolroom at Stockton on Tuesday, to hear statements from the 
Rector and churchwardens, 1st as to the lighting and other expenses of the 
church; 2nd as to the sanitary deficiencies of the parish. It was resolved that 
church expenses should be met by a special monthly collection in the church, to 
be included in the yearly accounts of the parish. The sanitary question was 
examined at great length. It was shown that one large block of cottages had 
neither pump nor well, but the cottagers were obliged to walk a third of a mile in 
order to obtain water; that many more had no water supply of their own and were 
dependent on private sources which were often closed to them; that many of the 
open wells contained impure water; that the only two public wells were out of 
order; and that the closet accommodation was in many cases disgustingly 
inefficient.  The Rector, who was in the Chair, explained the law to be that  
owners of the property were bound to provide pure water for their tenants and to 
build at least one closet to every pair of adjoining cottages; and that it was the 
duty of the Sanitary Authorities, on representation from their Inspector, to insist 
on proper accommodation, or to fund it themselves and charge the owners with 
it. He further read a list of the cases that he had visited with the Inspector, and 
which appeared to call for immediate interference. These cases were carefully 
discussed by the meeting, many working men taking part in the conversation; 
and the Rector was unanimously requested to write to the Rural Sanitary 
Authority, laying the matter before them and urging prompt interposition. The 
Rector expressed his pleasure at the large attendance of working men; hoped that 
they would continue to show the same interest in parish matters and promised 
that in future all vestry meetings should be held at an hour late enough to suit 
their convenience. 

Stockton’s Archives 
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STOCKTON AND I  
By Victor Neal 1896 - 1978 

The autobiographical writings of Victor Neal, kindly loaned by his daughter-in-
law, the late Mary Neal. 
Preface 
If you are one of those readers who, like my brother’s wife’s brother, Martin 
Mills, says, ‘Oh! Dickens is alright, but I like to read about important people, 
you know, like Shakespeare gives us,’ then I warn you immediately, you are 
unlikely to find them here. 
If the brothers Grossmith hadn’t already thought up the title The Diary of a 
Nobody, that might have suited us admirably. Perhaps better, The Diary of a Lot 
of Nobodies. 
Certainly we had the Ichthyosaurus, the Radical Parson (Rev. Tuckwell, of 
course) and the Venerable Archdeacon Colley, but how far you may consider 
them to be somebodies I cannot tell, particularly in respect of the first-named. 
The first Queen Elizabeth who slept everywhere, even as near as the ‘Black and 
White House’ in Long Itchington, only two miles away, did NOT sleep at 
Stockton, unless it is being kept dark (for security purposes or something). The 
Cavaliers and Roundheads - as well as the affair at Edgehill - skirmished at 
Southam and at Shuckburgh (where the first baronet of that name was taken 
prisoner and marched off to Kenilworth Castle to be held for ransom, you 
recollect); each side of us within a few miles again, but nothing doing at 
Stockton. 
Old Martin Mills himself, who once lived at Shuckburgh, at present in Australia 
and man of adventure, no doubt could, and should, a tale unfold of thrilling 
exploits which would freeze the young blood, as his favourite author would say. 
No! Thomas Gray with his Elegy is more the man for us, with his potential 
village Hampden, mute inglorious Milton, and Cromwell guiltless of his 
country’s blood. 
I feel convinced Arthur Rawbone could, easily and efficiently, have run the 
Nuffield organisation, while his son Harold could have taken the organisation of 
the Wembley Exhibition in his stride. Trevor Neal and Bert Atkins would have 
invented the internal combustion engine if someone hadn’t already done that for 
them. I know one or two old soldiers who won the 1914 - 18 war, and that was a 
bigger matter than ever Hampden had to contend with, and if I can’t think of a 
Cromwell at the moment, I well know a chap who dabbles in poetry. 
But nowadays we are not so far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife, with 
the buses racing so many workers to and from the Coventry factories. 
A few days ago I completed ‘sixty glorious years’ of association with this village 
of ‘leafy Warwickshire’ in the heart of England, and fain would attempt in these 
trivial scribbling to preserve some little record of a few of our characters and 
their anecdotes, ‘ere my generation’s memories and stories follow so many of 
our predecessors’. 
Would that my pen could convey a worthwhile picture of life in this Stockton 
village, at the same time. I like the place, you know, not too near Birmingham, 
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yet not too isolated, for we have easy bus facilities to Rugby, Leamington Spa 
and, if we like, to Coventry; we’re not too small and too large (as yet) a village; 
and all that lovely south-west corner of our county is within reach of our bicycle 
Vive Stockton!                

  PART 1: PEDIGREES 
‘Mongst other things which baffle me 
Are snobs who boast long pedigree. 

How cometh that their length be greater? 
What! Were we commoners then sired later? 

 
It was March 5th 1896 when I joined my senior partner of the above title. I don’t 
suppose I was a very helpful partner for some considerable time, but in that 
comfortable situation, I shouldn’t be held too much to blame for that fact. 
Stockton, nestling snugly, as the novelists, say, in the lee of Stockton Hill, 
commands a pretty enough view across the valley which extends perhaps a 
couple of miles to Napton Hill with its prominent landmark, the windmill, on its 
southern edge, and further east and further distant to Shuckburgh’s wooded 
slopes. 
Our present cottage standing as the name implies, pleasantly on Mount Pleasant 
(the cruder name High Bully of my childhood getting less and less used as time 
goes on), looks over this view and incidentally over the main part of the village 
itself. A piece of allotment ground with a few fruit trees, on the other side of our 
lane, faces us, then The Square (thanks be to Arthur Brooks for so dutifully and 
kindly keeping his hedges well trimmed) which assumes such importance these 
days, with its bus stop (quite recently erected shelter for this, too), the telephone 
kiosk and the village pump (seldom, if ever, used now, as ‘we must bring the 
amenities of the town to the countryside if we wish to stop the influx into town’ 
etc) all in a row, the post office on the corner, the Co-Op on one side and the 
bakery on the other. Then, passing Beck’s Lane which branches right, on by our 
quite presentable schools by Neville’s house and the Barley Mow almost 
opposite, to the church. If we care to take the footpath through the churchyard, 
this is a short cut to the old Manor House, a somewhat fearful journey if 
compelled after dark in our childhood. 
Apart from the church, this old manor and perhaps the Grange, there is little that 
is old among our buildings. The last thatched cottage is gone or covered now, 
although I remember a fair number as a lad, which may or may not get further 
mention as we proceed. Even amongst these few old buildings mentioned, we 
can gather very little village history; ‘nobody don’t seem to know nothink’. We 
are today just off the main road, thank goodness; perhaps we have always been 
so and the history-makers have gone blood-curdling by without peeping over 
Stockton Hill. 
Certainly it took cement to create, in comparatively recent times, the bulk of the 
village; and if you are a stranger, I don’t mean only in the ordinary way, but the 
fact that we are on or near a Blue Lias limestone deposit which threw up the 
cement works, but surely the size of the church suggests a reasonably-sized 
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hamlet or (one of those things I never seem 
to learn) did they get built for just an odd 
house or so? Amongst the architectural 
detail generally available for any old 
building, I often wish ‘they’ could spare a 
line or two to make these simple points 
clear, or do ‘they’ forget them, 
overwhelmed by the mass of technicalities 

involved? 
If we had turned left by the Barley Mow 
we should be in Post Office Lane (which 
is confusing now the post office had 
been moved to the bottom of our street) 
[at the time of Victor was writing the 
post office was at the bottom of Mount 
Pleasant ~ Ed], and this leads us past 
the Methodist Chapel to our very good 

Nelson Club (from Nelson’s Cement Works who built the place). Left again and 
we leave George Street on the right, and where are we? Native that I am, I am 
whacked, for on the right is The Terrace and the left side is Napton Road. 
Walking this way we are facing Stockton Hill, but let’s turn left again and leave 
Elm Row (or earlier name from the field it was built on - The Leyes) on the 
right; by the Stores (Wilkes’s shop) on this 
corner, into High Street and the Crown and 
we are back in The Square. 
Now if we mention the new council houses 
built beyond The King’s Arms on Becks 
Lane, running down to Church End and 
known as St. Michael’s Crescent, and in 
Manor Road to the left of church and 
manor, then that is our Stockton, except for 
the odd farmhouse and outliers scattered 
further afield in the parish, and of course Stockton House, the Big House at the 
hilltop, commonly known as ‘The Top House’. 
Or rather that is our Stockton’s outward outline. The pen of Dickens would, with 
some magic touch, like that wonderful description of an angry wind in Chapter II 
of Martin Chuzzlewit, which introduces that ‘little Wiltshire village within easy 
journey of the fair old town Salisbury’, have perhaps shown you more of the 
village’s heart. Imagine him on that walk round the village ~ The Square to The 
Barley Mow, Post Office Lane, Napton Road and High Street, which we always 
called ‘round the town’ (at a loose end someone always said, ‘let’s have a walk 
round the town’), and by Wilkes’s shop, the corner known first as The Clapgates 
- the older generation remembering the gates before Elm Row was built - then as 
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The Dogwell from the old well which, demolished now, was bricked over and 
formed a convenient seat for fivestones or for replaying the football matches 
(vocally of course), according to our 
various stages and ages, developing 
naturally into, as we say, Wilkes’s 
Corner. Here we have a triangle, if 
you follow, formed by the road 
swinging off High Street to cut off 
the corner, when coming from the 
direction of The Square to gain 
Napton Road at the bottom of the 
Hill; this triangle we knew as ‘the 
Little Town’. Don’t ask me who 
began this ‘town’ business; all I can 
say is that I know no other village so 
compact and less straggling, so one could imagine a miniature town, and I’m 
chronicling it before it is gone forever, for it is seldom heard nowadays and it 
probable goes with our generation. 
Oh yes, we were imagining Dickens wandering ‘round the town’. He could 
hardly have left our garden gate to make a start without crossing the road and 
fascinating you with the wheelwright’s yard opposite [now the bottom of 
Tuckwell Close ~ Ed]. The Wheelwright, Charlie Cleaver, one of the best of his 
old trade; but now being driven by modernisation to rely on painting and 
decorating, general repairs and undertaker’s work. In what wizardry of words 
would our illustrious guide have told of the thickly-coated paint samples in so 
many varied hues on the workshop doors, of the old relics of his own age still 

littering the yard, the horse-drawn 
vehicles, or all that is left of them - 
wagons, carts, traps and bakers’ carts to 
perhaps the most imagination-provoking 
of all, the old brougham; he would have 
had, some quiet twilight evening (mayhap 
Hallowe’en), this last stirring its rusty old 
fittings and creaking its rheumaticky 
joints, until we could imagine its candle 
lamps glowing like its waking eyes, to 
address its lesser contemporaries on its 

past glories: the births, marriages and (sorrowfully) deaths it had assisted at. 
(Why, it may even have been the very fairy-coach I rode in, as a tiny boy, all 
made up in my velvet and lace and embarrassed equally, in this small space, by a 
beribboned shepherd’s crook and by my charming princess, my cousin younger 
than I - how lovely she was that day; but why only that day? she always was - to 
Aunt Harriett’s wedding, which involved quite a long ride of enchanting 
memory, for my grandfather was then farming at The Firs, more than a mile out 
of the village. The ride holds in my memory better than our paging and 
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bridesmaiding at the church, but then I have always held, and so to this day, that 
a man has no business at a wedding - at this essentially feminine stage of the 
proceedings, anyway, I must ask Mr. 
Cleaver if the old vehicle belonged to his 
namesake John Cleaver, for if so, it could 
be the very coach!) 
The baker’s covered cart could have 
argued, if less glamorous, its usefulness 
with the necessity of life, and conjured up 
cosy visions of warm bakehouses, of 
which we hope to have more to say as we 
go on, which latter remark could also 
apply to another romantic vehicle, the 
same John Cleaver’s brake, Victory. I wonder if any remnant of this rival to our 
brougham remains amongst the debris in the yard to tell its tale of village outings 
and, most vivid to my childhood memory, its conveyance of the footballers; 
above all, that famed Stockton team which so gallantly won outright the Garland 
Cup presented by Mrs. Garland of Moreton Morrell, (photo pg31)and which I 
believe no other team ever won, so Stockton carried it off for its first three 
consecutive years. That is to say, no other team won it as the Garland Cup; it has 
ever since been put up as the Stockton Charity Cup, and has annually provided a 
helpful share-out for the aged, mainly from the proceeds of the popular Easter 
Monday final played on Stockton’s ground. 
At any mention of this, still ring in my ears as I hark back to lie on my childhood 
bed, mingling with the jungling harness and the rattling wheels as the old brake 
returns our team from their successes Moreton Morrell way, the old songs they 
lustily and elatedly sang - ‘When the fields are white with daisies,’ ‘In the shade 
of the old apple tree,’ and the voice of old ‘Bunk’ Herbert, driver, ostler and 
general factotum to John Cleaver, whoaing the horses at the Barley Mow, which 
John kept, opposite our house. 
To be continued.  Accompanying photo’s from Stockton’s Archives collection. 
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Stockton Football & Cricket Club 
Napton Road, Stockton CV47 8JU Facebook: @StocktonFCCC  

Email Stocktonfccc@outlook.com 

 
About Us: We are a non-profit, Community 
Amateur Sports Club, run by a team of 

volunteers for its members & the wider 
community.  

The Club House 
Recently extended to include disabled 
facilities and additional changing rooms. 
Well stocked bar with Sky Sports & BT 
Sports. Pop into the clubhouse or see 
Facebook for information on upcoming 
events or to become a member.  

Our Teams:  
Stockton Football 

(Mens, Girls & Boys) 
Stockton Stars Cricket, 

Stockton Ladies Netball, 
Stockton Petanque, 

Warwickshire Grizzlies 
Baseball, 

SFCC Darts Team 

Join us for sporting events with BT and Sky Sports 
For last minute events or changes to the current planned events please see the following:  
Web page: http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html  
Find us on Facebook & Twitter 

THE NELSON CLUB at STOCKTON 
Napton Road, Stockton    Tel: 01926 812613 

OPENING HOURS:-   Mon - Thurs:- 5pm - 11pm Friday 4pm - 12.30am 
Sat  2.00pm - 12.30am Sun 12 Noon - 11pm 

BREWED AWAKENING ~ 9.30am til 12 noon ~ Every Tuesday ~ 7th & 21st 
AFTERNOON BINGO ~ 2.00pm ~  Alt. Thursdays ~ 9th & 23rd 
EVENING BINGO ~ Every Saturday ~ Eyes down 8.00pm (Top Room) 
CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT ~ Every 3rd Friday 7.30pm ~ 17th 
FOLK NIGHT ~ Last Tuesday of the month ~ 8pm ~ 28th 

Back by popular demand 

Garyoke ~ 25th ~ 9.00pm 
 

http://nelsonclub.co.uk/index.html

